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Without God ' 


“Without Christ... and without God in 
the world.”’"—Ephesians 2 : 12 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


HOUGH we had all that God hath made, 
The joy of earth, the bliss of heaven, 
Yet were we still unsatisfied, 
Unless the Giver too be given. 


His gifts are beautiful and dear; 

Without Himself how poor they seem,— 
The earth a desert, bare and drear, 

And heaven the phantom ofadream. , / 
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Seeing the Star 


Star-gazing is blessed business,—if we know what 
star to look for. The Bible tells us which one—“the 
bright and morning: star” (Rev. 22:16). A devo- 
tional writer says that “when Sir William Herschel 
was scanning the heavens with a more powerful tele- 
scope than he had hitherto used he saw for the first 
time the star Sirius. So bright was the star, and so 
great the discovery, that he almost fainted.” And 
then he goes on to say: “Many Christians have dis- 
covered an even brighter star than Sirius—“The 








Bright and Morning Star’—to their overwhelming 
joy and unbounded stimulus in Christian life and ser- 
vice.” This morning star, which is our Christ, was 
prophesied to the children of Israel by Balaam be- 
fore even they had entered the promised land, as he 
said: 
“I see him, but not now; 
I behold him, but not nigh: 
There shall come forth a star out of Jacob.” 


And God gave Wise-men from the east a star to trace 
the way to the Morning Star when he came, for they 
“saw his star in the east.” God’s Word of prophecy 
is our present “lamp shining in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day-star arise in your heart” 
(2 Pet. 1:19). And the Son of God himself says, 
in the last book of his Word, “He that overcometh, 
and he that keepeth my works unto the end, ... I will 
give him the morning star” (Rev. 2: 26-28). It is 
good to be looking for the rising of our Star; it will 
be infinitely better when “we shall see him even as 
he is.” - ; 
* xx 

Loving Without Trying To 

We cannot love by our will-power. We can, by 
sheer will-power, act toward another as though we 
loved that one, while we feel anything but loving. 
And that is all right so far as it goes; but it is very 
different from true love. The kind of love that God 
commands us to have, when he tells us to love our 
enemies for example, is utterly beyond our power. 
It must be spontaneous and effortless, or it is not 
love at all. And we must have it, or disobey God. 
But how? Simply by yielding our lives up wholly 
to the mastery of Christ; and then trusting him to 
produce the whole miracle in us, At once the Holy 
Spirit honors simple faith of this sort, and produces 
in our hearts toward our enemies and toward all men 
that miraculous love which can come alone from the 
nature of God, and which is part of the supernatural 


fruit of the Spirit,—“love, joy, peace,” and the rest 
of the divine fruitage. Our Lord’s word, “By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another” (John 13:35), is often 
quoted as though it meant that by loving our fellow- 
men we make ourselves disciples. But the truth is 
exactly the opposite. We love, not in order to be 
disciples, but as a result of being disciples. Loving 
does not make us disciples; but being disciples makes 
us loving. Our supernatural love for others can 
never be the result of our works; it is always the 
result of God’s grace. ; 
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When God Favored Him 


We often think it a great favor when people tell 
us how good we are, or how kind, or strong, or 
helpf 1, But have we learned to thank God when the 
favors of just the opposite sort come? An epitaph, 
it was said, was “set down by an honest man as 
meet for his own tombstone: ‘Antony Benezet was a 
poor creature, and, through divine favor, was en- 
abled to know it.’” It is a great day of privilege 
for any man when, through the love and favor and 
grace of God, he’ realizes what he actually is. Only 
God’s favor can graciously disclose to him that by 
nature he is “dead through trespasses and sins”; 
that he is wholly under the power of Satan, and is a 
son of disobedience; that he is living in the lusts of 
his flesh, and is a child of wrath; that he is not only 
hopelessly poor, but at enmity against God, having 
no hope and without God. When through divine 
favor he is enabled to know all this of himself, then 
there is hope that he will hunger and thirst to be 
saved, and that he will believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and be saved. Let us thank our loving God 
and Saviour for every favor from his hand that 
shows us what we are, and that keeps reminding us 
of our incessant need of Himself as the only but sure 
escape from ourselves. 


Me 


Why the Jew First ? 


held a million men at bay. No British general 

would be insane enough to attempt to take the 
city.” That was the general and wholly reasonable 
conviction held in and about Jerusalem, by well-in- 
formed people, previous to this winter. So declared 
the pastor of the American Church at Jerusalem, the 
Rev. A. E. Thompson, in his remarkable message be- 
fore the Conference on Behalf of Israel last month 
in Chicago. He went on to explain about those rocky 
defiles round about Jerusalem that make the approach 
by attacking armies so certain of defeat. 
he said, in straightforward simplicity, “The conquest 
of Jerusalem was a miracle.” 

Mr. Thompson was careful to explain very fully 
that he was not discounting in any way the splendid 
wotk of General Allenby or his heroic, courageous 
soldiers. Nevertheless it was his settled conviction 
that those human factors alone « ere not enough to 
suffice for the taking of Jerusalem. The hour had 
struck, in God’s plans, for God’s city to be freed from 
the misgovernment of the Turks. Therefore the 
British are in control of Jerusalem to-day, The Jews 
are going to have Palestine; they must have Jeru- 
salem. For that city belongs to. the Jew first. Hence 
its present occupation by the British, that the way may 
be opened for the Jew. 

Not only Jerusalem, but Jesus, belongs to the Jew 
first. Jesus came.as a Son of Abraham (Matt. 1:1) 
to the sons of Abraham; of his earthly ministry he 
said to a hungering Gentile. who cried out for his 
help, “I was not: sent but unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel” (Matt. 15: 24),—though he did then 
give her, typically a Gentile “doy,” a crumb from the 
table of his children the Jews.. Jesus was interested 
in the Jew first. 

One of the thrilling hours of that remarkable Con- 
ference in Chicago came when the sons and daughters 
of Israel who were in the audience were asked to 
come to the platform. It was not a large group, in 
numbers,—perhaps fifteen or twenty; but it was big 


OT it defense which Jerusalem had could have 


And then .- 


with the plans and purposes of God for the ultimate 
evangelization and conversion of the world through 
“the. Jew first.’ We don’t know the meaning of 
missions, nor will the world ever know it, until “the 
Jew first” starts the greatest missionary propaganda 
and achievement in bringing the world to God that 
the world has yet known or ever will know. 

Like machine-gun fire was the series of brief, 
tremendous testimonies to the saving power of Jesus 
which these Hebrew Christians that afternoon gave 
to the assembled Conference. It stirred the hearts 
of those who watched and heard them to realize that 
they were saved! They sang alone the chorus of the 
hymn, “Dwelling in Beulah Land,”—can you think 
what it meant to them to sing 


“I’m living on the mountain underneath a cloudless sky, 
I’m drinking at the fountain that never shall run dry, 
O yes! I’m feasting on the manna from a bountiful supply, 
For I am dwelling in Beulah Land.” 


The Rev, Arthur W. Payne, of London and Jeru- 
salem, before the Hebrew Christians gave their testi- 
mony had sung in Yiddish the hymn, “We're one 
day nearer home.” 

Then came the testimonies of the saved Jews. 
“Those lost Ten Tribes!” said the enthusiastie super- 
intendent of The New Covenant Mission of Pitts- 
burgh. “I belong to one of the lost tribes that was 
found. Ruben is my name; I’m a Reubenite!” he 
went on. And then, after telling how Christ had 
found him, he said: “What did it make of me? A 
genuine Reubenite. But still more: a true Israelite— 
Hallelujah !” 

The note of joy and gratitude rang all through 
these testimonies. And their familarity with Scrip- 
ture was impressive,—especially their emphasis upon 
the fact that the Qld Testament is full of our Christ. 
“It is on the Old Testament Scriptures that I base my 
belief in the Son of God,” said one; “I: believe in 
Moses and the prophets.” Going on to speak of the 
many Jews who are “alienated from. the common- 
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wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
of the promise ving no hope and without God in 
the world” (Eph. 2:12), he added, “They do not 
believe in Moses and the prophets.” 

The president of the Hebrew Christian Alliance of 
America, S. B. Rohold, F.R.G.S., told of how “Jesus 
in his grace and mercy found- me in the city of Jeru- 
salem, and became very dear to me.” Mr. Rohold’s 
account of orthodox Jewish child life in Palestine, 
born into an atmosphere saturated with superstition, 
growing up in unsatisfied hunger for spiritual life, 
was a tragic one. The Jewish New Year’s greeting, 
“May you be written in the Book of Life,” is only 
an expression of barren, futile hope to the Jew with- 
out Jesus. Having “denied the Holy and Righteous 
One, . . . and killed the Prince of life,” the unbe- 
lieving Jew is of that lost multitude upon’ whom 
necessarily “shall be wrath and indignation, tribula- 
tion and anguish, upon every soul of man that 
worketh evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Greek” 
(Rom. 2:9). 

But hear the redeemed Jews going on with their 
testimony. Here is a Jewess saying: “I am proud 
to testify to Jesus, for he is the ‘power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first.’” The very light in her face showed that “there 
is glory and honor and peace to every man that 
worketh good, to the Jew first.” 

“Almost five years ago the scales fell from my 
eyes,” said another Jewess, “and I saw Jesus, the 
Holy One of Israel. Oh, how precious he is to me. 
He is meaning more to me every day.” 

One of these Hebrew believers had said, “A Jewish 
friend of mine said, Can God give me a love for the 
name of Jesus? ‘For now his very name gives me a 
chill.” Over against that was the testimony of an- 
other: “I was at a meeting once, and some one said, 
‘Jesus can cleanse vs from all sin.’ ‘How can a dead 
man cleanse us from anything?’ I asked. But I am 
glad that I know now that He is not dead, but alive, 
and ever liveth to make intercession for us.” 

It was after such testimonies as these that there 
ascended to the very throne of heaven the God-given 
love welling up out of the hearts of saved Jews and 
Gentiles alike in the hymn: “My Jesus, I love thee, I 
know thou art mine.” 

For four days the sessions of this notable Confer- 
ence on Behalf of Israel continued, attended by in- 
terested believers from all over North America who 
were ready for God’s program, which puts “the Jew 
first.” A great variety of topics, but all centering in 
the central theme of the Conference, were illuminat- 
ingly discussed and set forth by master minds and 
thoroughgoing students of both the Jew and the 
Scriptures of the Jew,—which means the whole Bible. 
No Christian who wants to be well informed in 
either his Bible study or his reading of the news- 
papers, with intelligent observation of current events, 
can afford to miss the full report of this Conference.4 

At the left of the great platform of the Moody 
Tabernacle where the sessions were held were the 
words, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.” At the 
right: “I will bless him that blessed thee.” Are we 
praying for the coming of the Prince of Peace, that 
his city Jerusalem may have peace? Are we making 
sure of God’s blessing ourselves by doing all that we 
can to bless God’s people the Jews? 

The average Christian has scarcely awakened to 
the unprecedented awakening that is going on among 
the unconverted Jews themselves. God has gone 
down into the valley that he showed Ezekiel, “full of 
bones,” “and very dry”; and in answer to the ques- 
tion, “Can these bones live?” God is accomplishing 
before our very eyes the miracle that he pledged 
himself to accomplish. “There was a noise, and be- 
hold, an earthquake; and the bones came together, 
bone to its bone. And I beheld, and, lo, there were 
sinews upon them, and flesh came up, and skin cov- 
ered them above; but there was no breath in them. 
.. , Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are clean cut off. Therefore 
prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord 
Jehovah, Behold, I will open your graves, and cause 
you to come up out of your graves, O my people; and 
I will bring you into the land of Israel... and I will 
put my Spirit in. you, and ye shall live, and I will 
place you in your own land: and ye shall know that 
I, Jehovah, have spoken it and performed it, saith 
Jehovah” (Ezekiel 37). 

The God-ordained movement among the dry bones 
of Israel is going on. As a people there is no breath 
in them; they have no spiritual life, for they have not 
yet recognized and received -their Messiah; he has 
not yet returned to this earth to make himself known 
unto them as he has pledged himself to do soon,— 
“Yea: I come quickly.” ut countless numbers of 
Jews are planning eagerly for their return to their 
land. Justice Louis D. Brandeis of the Supreme 
Court of the United States of America, in a mes- 
sage on “The Jewish Problem: How to Solve It,” 
published by the Federation of American Zionists, 
New York City, sounds a clarion call to the Jews of 





*This volume reporting the Conference will be published 
by the Chicago Hebrew Mission, 1505 S. Sawyer Avenue, 
Chicago, from which information as to price and date of 
publication can be obtained. 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“ Believe ye that I am able to do 
this? Yea, Lord” (Matt. 9: 28) 














America for Zionism which “aims to create a pub- 
licly recognized, legally secured home for the Jewish 
people in Palestine.” Mr. Brandeis closes his mes- 
sage with these words: “Organize, Organize, Organ- 
ize,—until every Jew in America must stand up and 
be counted—counted with us—or prove himself, wit- 
tingly or unwittingly, of the few who are against 
their own people.” 

The Jews are going back to Palestine; and there is 
évery indication that they are going soon. Not long 
before Jerusalem fell into Allenby’s hands, the 
British Government itself, in Mr. Balfour’s notable 
letter to Lord Rothschild, had gone on record in the 
now widely-known Declaration: “His Majesty’s 
Government views with favor the establishment in 
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, 
and will use its best endeavors to facilitate the 
achievement of this object, it being clearly under- 
stood that nothing shall be done which may preju- 
dice the civil and religious rights of non-Jewish com- 
munities in Palestine or the rights and political 
status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.’ 

The American Conference on Behalf of Israel could 
not refrain from grateful and enthusiastic recogni- 
tien of that prophecy-fulfilling Declaration of Great 
Britain and adopted this resolution unanimously : 

The friends of Israel assembled in Conference 
under the auspices of the Chicago Hebrew Mission, 
founded by William E. Blackstone, consisting of 

Hebrew and Gentile Christians, held at the large 

Moody Tabernacle, Chicago, January 22-25, 1918, 

take pleasure in declaring their sincere sympathy 

with, and joy in, the timely Declaration of the 

British Cabinet favoring the establishment in 

Palestine of a national home for the Jewish 

people. 

The Conference expresses its affection for all 
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Jewish people, and earnestly hopes that the spirit 
of liberality s to them by the British Govern- 
ment and Christian people in general will be ex- 
hibited in turn by them towards their Hebrew 
brethren who believe in Jesus as the promised 
Messiah of Israel, 


_ Of course, Israel’s first return to the Land will be 
in unbelief, largely as a political and national move 
of self-interest, though welcomed by multitudes of 
devout Hebrews who long for their Land while still 
living in blinded rejection of their Messiah Jesus. 
But the return in unbelief must come first. Israel 
must be in her land when her Messiah returns. 

The Official Call to the Conference on Behalf of 
Israel reminded believers that “Since God has so 
clearly associated the gathering of Israel and the end 
of the Times of the Gentiles with the Second Coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, it seems to us our duty 
again to invite those who are interested in the Cove- 
nant People and the Coming King to assemble for 
prayer and the teaching of God’s Word respecting the 
age in which we live.” 

Let us not leave this to special conferences only.— 
while praising God that such conferences have been 
and will continue to be held. Let us as irdividual 
Christians, in our churches and in all our Christian 
service, put the Jew where God has pvt him: first. 
Let us remember, as Christians, the startling but 
true declaration made by one of the Chicago 
speakers: “If God can’t make good his promise to 
Israel, he can’t make good his promise to the 
Church.” 

God is going to make good his promise to both, 
and his every promise. Meantime God waits for us 
to let him do so, He is waiting for us, by our in- 
tercession and evangelization, to “bring back the 
King.” As those whose lives are enriched by the 
sure hope of our Lord’s return, let us live in the 
spirit of one who cried out, at this Conference, in an 
intensity of earnestness: “I don’t want any ‘blessed 
hope’ that looks up only to cry, ‘Lord Jesus, things 
are so bad down here that I want you to come.’ But 
rather a blessed hope that nerves me to do the work 
that must be finished before he comes.” 

From all eternity, the Jew has been first in the 
ee of God for this earth. Let us put first things 

a" 





Cut Away Branches and Unfruitful Seed 
Please explain the meaning of the second verse of, the 
fifteenth chapter of John, “Every branch in me that 
beareth not fruit, he taketh it away: and every branch 
that beareth fruit, he cleanseth it, that it may bear 
more fruit.” Does this taking away of the branch or 
Christian interfere with eternal life?—A Nebraska 

Reader. 

The Christian who ceases to bear fruit, our Lord 
tells us, is “cast forth as a branch.” To understand 
the full significance of this the most natural plan is 
to learn how the unfruitful branch is cast forth from 
the vine. Dr. F. A, Steven in commenting on this 
passage has pointed out that the unfruitful branch is 
never cut away or gouged out of the vine. For that 
would injure the vine and mar its appearance. The 
vine-dresser cuts the branch back beyond the first 
joint, and leaves a stump in the vine. It is not neces- 
sary to affect the connection between the branch and 
the main part of the vine in order to@secure the bene- 
fit of pruning. Dr. Steven. has also noted the inter- 
esting fact that in the French version the word 
retranche is used in this passage for “taketh it away.” 
And in that land of vines and vine-dressers this 
word means not to destroy but to cut back. 

In this same parable our Lord says: “If a man 
abide not in me he is cast forth as a branch, and is 
withered; and they gather them, and cast them into 
the fire, and they are burned” (v. 6). Here Christ 
seems to be describing what is done still further with 
“every branch in me that beareth not fruit,” of which 
he had said that his Father, the husbandman, “taketh 
it away” (v. 2). The unfruitful branch is cut back 
to the living stump which still remains in the vine; 
and the unfruitful part of the branch is then indeed 
cast forth as a branch, and is burned up, while the 
living stump still remains in the vine. 

There is a vast difference between a fruitless 
branch, which may be full of leaves, and a dead 
branch, A dead branch would not be pruned at all. 
There is no vital connection between a vine and a 
dead branch; there is no living stump to remain. 
It is a striking fact that the vine and branch parable 
in John 15 nowhere mentions or recognizes such a 
thing as a dead branch; for there can be no dead 
branch in the vine which is Christ. All meh who dre 
not a part of the body of Christ are dead; they 
never were branches at all, never were any part of 
the vine. 

Is not the same awful tragedy of fruitless Chris- 
tians presented in the parable of the four kinds of 





ground, which formed the topic for a recent Sun- 
day-school lesson? It is distinctly stated that the seed 
that fell by the wayside was devoured, and the seed 
that fell on rocky ground withered away. But of the 
seed that fell among thorns our Lord says, “The 
thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no 
fruit.” He does not say that the life of the seed 
was put out. So in the interpretation: of those that 
are sown among the thorns our Lord says, “the cares 
of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, 
and it becometh unfruitful.” Our Lord does not say 
that these are lost. Indeed -the unequivocal testi- 
mony of the whole Word is that, while there is this 
awful possibility of a Christian having his life barren 
by worldliness, if he has once been united with Christ 
he is saved and is permanently safe. The founda- 
tion remains, though he has builded upon it wood, 
hay, stubble, “For other foundation can no man lay 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. But 
if any man buildeth on the foundation gold, silver, 
costly stones, wood, hay, stubble; each man’s work 
shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, 
because it is revealed in fire; and the fire itself shall 
prove each man’s work of what sort it is. If any 
man’s work Shall abide which he built thereon, he 
shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be 
saved; yet so as through fire” (1 Cor. 3: 11-15). 

Thus in the three parables in John, in Mark, and 
in First Corinthians there is pictured the sad anomaly 
of a fruitless Christian. 

Yet there is a tragedy that is even greater than 
the tragedy of fruitless Christians. There are thou- 
sands of church-members to-day -who have never 
been born again, but are mistakenly supposing that, 
though they are fruitless Christians, they are saved. 
These deluded souls are satisfied to continue in their 
worldly way without desiring any fruit. Let us 
guard against any use of these parables which will 
encourage an unsaved man in such aterrible delusion. 
A sheep may be wallowing in the mire, but he is not 
enjoying it. “A swine if he were washed would re- 
turn to his wallowing (2 Pet. 2:22). While it is not 
ours to say that any given man is lost, we have no 
visible evidence that a man is saved unless he is bear- 
ing fruit,—thirtyfold, sixtyfold, or a hundredfold. 
The New Testament never lends itself to the recom- 
mending of a platform of minimum requirements on 
which a mar may. glide into heaven. God offers 
only Christ, , 4 he is all the fulness of God. 
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When Congress Launched National Prohibition 


“Watching the passage of the Constitutional Amendment 
from the Members’ Gallery of the House 


By Margaret Wintringer 


Secretary of the National Good 
Citizenship Movement 


R — 








ormer United States Senator and father of the 
Federal Prohibition Amendment bill, carried 
me far away from our nation’s crowded capital. An 
interview with him seemed the proper introduction to 
a study of the National Prohibition Drive that is 
now on in Washington. I was in New Hampshire, as 


Tice by the magic of memory, Henry W. Blair, 
f 


his memory took him back home, over the quiet slope 


between Plymouth and Bristol; the bent, frail form 
of the aged statesman had given way to the vigorous 
figure of a young soldier-congressman on horseback, 
looking up the beautiful Pemigewasset Valley. 

He was back home from his first term of Congress, 
with a problem to solve. For weeks and months he 
had carried this problem with him. A wonderful 
vision came to him as he rode. Word for word, 
there came into the rider’s mind the faery! of 
the Federal Prohibition Amendment bill as he later 
ntroduced it in the House, 

Mr. Blair recalled the scene with deep emotion. 
‘I believe it was of God,” he said, reverently, “as 
surely as the message which Moses the lawgiver re- 
ceived from the mountain. And all through the 
years I have felt that it was’His law for which I 
‘ought, and that is why I know victory is assured.” 

It is not within the compass of this article to give 
the whole of this wonderful interview: the aged 
statesman’s lucid expositions of national prohibition 
1s the only solution of the drink problem; his keen 
‘hrusts at the fallacy of regulation; the story of his 
1omination to Congress through the efforts of a 
troup of young ministers anxious to secure political 
‘eform, when it all seemed so quixotic and futile that 
senator Chandler called the would-be reformer to 
Yew York City by telegram, to entreat him not to 
hake the run. But his ministerial supporters secured 
ris election. ; 

Looking back to that day when he stood alone 
ind contrasting it with the strength of the Na- 
ional Prohibition Movement in ashington to- 
jay, it is seen that four great temperance organiza- 
jons have headquarters almost within -a_ stone’s 
hrow of the Capitol. The oldest is the Interna- 
‘onal Reform Bureau, owning its own headquarters, 

nd with a “far-flung battle line”; a “war prohibi- 
ion” lecture campaign; vast stores of literature, and 
in “up-to-date Minute News Bulletin.” All under 
he able management of that prince of campaigners, 
he Rev, Wilbur F. Crafts. 


Nelcome to Our Bone-dry Capital! 


Adjoining the Bureau is the headquarters of the 
3oard' of Temperance, Prohibition, and Public 
Vorals, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Its Year 
300k is one of the best sellers in the Methodist 
300k Concern, its Clip Sheet goes to nearly half of 
ill papers in the country, and The Voice has a cir- 
culation of 30,000. Twenty thousand Methodist pas- 
tors are actively working with it for national pro- 
aibition. 

Just a short distance away the Anti-Saloon League 
1as its headquarters. When a prohibition measure 
s on, telephone calls and messengers make their ap- 
yeal to these headquarters, from Senate and House, 
for statistics, information,. and munitions of. prohi- 
Dition warfare. As _ steadily persistent and even 
more watchful is the legislative department of the 
National Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. 

Mr, Blair stood alone; but the Senator or Con- 
gressman to-day with any real reform measure finds 
solidly arrayed behind him a fighting force of more 
than fifteen million men and women. 

Within a month no less than nine conventions 
were held in Washington to push the present pro- 
hibition drive. And these convention people came to 
a city without a saloon—a “bone-dry” District of 
Columbia. The beautiful new Union Railway Sta- 
tion through which the throngs passed is absolutely 
dry; not many years ago Carrie Nation smashed the 
glass fixtures of the bar in the old station. 

It was illuminating to catch the drift of the con- 
versation of these pilgrims to the capital. A boy 
in the uniform of the Navy is caught in the arms of 
a woman with transfigured face; her companion 
falls back and drops into step with a stranger. 

“That’s our boy,” he explains proudly, “I let him 
walk with his mother, she’ll have to give him up 
soon, but he’s come up for a day with her at the 
W. C. T. U. con—” 

A tiny white ribbon bow and a service badge bear- 
ing two stars have brought together two women who 
before were strangers. “Two? I have three sons 
across, Of course we must give them up to their 
country, but not to drink—” 

“I never -was interested before, but since my son 
enlisted—” 


Since its recent adoption by the two houses of 
Congress, of which Miss Wintringer tells so enthu- 
siastically, the Constitutional Amendment has 
already been ratified by the five states of Missis- 
sippi, Virginia, Kentucky, South Carolina, and 
North Dakota. To become the law of the land 
three-fourths of the states, or thirty-six altogether, 
must ratify it. While not a few of the state legis- 
latures have only biennial sessions, the amend- 
ment will be submitted to ten states in the course 
of 1918. There are now twenty-eight “dry” and 
twenty “wet” states in the Union. It is not cer- 
tain, of course, that all of the twenty-eight “dry” 
states will vote “dry” on this measure. Condi- 
tions may have changed since the state became 
“dry,” and indeed there are now sixteen “ wet” 
senators from “dry ” states. From thirty-six states, 
the majority of the delegations in Congress voted 
in favor of the amendment. 








“The Anti-Saloon—” 

“Yes, I’m here to get protection for our boys over 
there; my son is at Camp Meade.” 

“Bone dry.” 

The pilgrimage to the capital was often broken by 

a stop-over at some one of the cantonments, and the 
sons in khaki are the reason for the drive on Wash- 
ington. 
‘The path of patriotism is the path of prohibition,” 
was the ringing declaration of Miss Anna Gordon, 
President of the National Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union, and the keynote of their Forty-fourth 
Annual Convention, 

Many delegates had attended that previous con- 
vention in Washington at the opening of the twentieth 
century, which had so largely influenced Congress to 
banish liquor from the army canteen. As mothers of 
soldiers, they now revisited the capital to secure the 
enforcement of the spirit of the law gained in 1900. 

The general elections of 1918, Miss Gordon be- 
lieves, will bring us within one of the thirty-six 
states necessary to ratify the Prohibition amend- 
ment to the Constitution. 

The women of the country, while signing the 
Hoover Conservation pledge, demand that Uncle 
Sam shall also sign a conservation pledge to waste 
no more foodstuffs in the manufacture of wine and 
beer. Having freely sent their best to the trenches 
they demand that the drink trade shall not be per- 
mitted to hold more than a million of men physically 
fit and of military age at home. : 

In the mobilization of temperance forces at Wash- 
ington must be counted the executive session of the 
National Temperance Council, representing eighty 
affiliating bodies. 

Probably in all reform history there has never 
been such a gathering of reform forces as in the 
unique Conference of the International Reform Bu- 
reau, whose directors met at breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner for plan and counsel, Around the tables sat 
United States Senators and Congressmen, college 
men, and such leaders of thought as Professor Irving 
Fisher, Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, Bishop John W. Ham- 
ilton, and others. 


Even the “Wet’’ Speeches Seemed Dry 


The forces of the Anti-Saloon League came in 
such numbers to attend their National Convention as 
fairly to take possession of Washington. Only 
through the perpetration of an Irish bull can the 
program of that memorable meeting be described,— 
each address exceeded every other address in wit, 
wisdom, and eloquence. 

The titanic extent of the prohibition drive that is 
on was told in stories of epic victories, as when a 
little woman told of the win.ing of a territory 
greater than the combined areas of Great Britain, 
France, and Germany, for prohibition in the Alaska 
“Dry” campaign, and the women did it! Porto 
Rico’s dry victory, which opens a door to prohibi- 
tion in all Latin America, was likewise told. 
Though it was an intensive campaign, covering only 
thirty-five by ninety miles, it presages the conquest 
of an empire greater than the combined area of all 
the belligerent nations involved in the world’s war! 

An altegether new element was the Conference of 
Manufacture and Business in _favor of a dry 
America, held at Belasco Theater, where a campaign 
fund of one million dollars was raised. Business has 
at last taken its logical position on the side of Pro- 
hibition. 

On the morning the amendment came before: the 
House, I found Congressman Edwin Yates Webb at 
the House Office building, arranging the final details 
for-the battle. The table was strewn with papers and 


telegrams from all over the United States. Mr. 
Gompers letter and Mr, Bryan’s reply lay side by 
side. 

The warmth of a Southern. greeting and the smil- 
ing, confident face of the originator of the bill dis- 
pelied the chill fear of defeat, and it hardly needed 
Congressman Webb’s “We'll carry it, sure, ma’am,” 
to feel that victory was ours. . 

From the vantage point of a seat in the Members’ 
Gallery, which Mr. Webb kindly secured for me as a 
representative of The Sunday School Times, [ lis- 
tened to the debate. It was perfunctory and dull. 
Every member knew his mind, and so thoroughly 
had the people from back home interviewed their 
various state delegations that we knew just about 
how they were going to vote. And if the debate had 
been eliminated our nation would have been spared 
the shameful, unpatriotic camouflage of seeking to 
ally the President with their cause. The attempt 
ignominiously failed. The House by more than a 
two-thirds vote declared against the exemption of 
beer and wine from the prohibition amendment. 

If the fifty-five speeches were largely uninform- 
ing, the vote was illuminating. Prohibition received 
the solid vote of the representatives from half the 
states of the Union—progressive Commonwealths 
that have created five different prohibition trails from 
Canada to Mexico and more than half a dozen di- 
vergent routes from Virginia to the Pacific. By the 
way, those prohibition trails from North to South 
and from ocean to ocean have created a dozen pro- 
hibition highways for the prohibition drive. 

There were three states, each with only one adverse 
vote, the triumvirate of brewery states—Missouri, 
Wisconsin, and Ohio—that recorded a majority vote 
for prohibition; and the twin distillery states, Ken- 
tucky and Illinois, also gave a vote for prohibition. 

Only two states, Nevada and Connecticut, stood 
solidly for John Barleycorn. New York, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, and Maryland gave a ma- 
jority vote against the amendment. 

“It is time to rejoice that national prohibition is 
at last close at hand, and that the first step in our 
great reat for a better social order is about to 
be achieved,” said Miss Rankin, the one woman 
member of Congress, who worked valiantly for the 
amendment, as we talked of the victory. 

Congressman Webb, the hero of the day, bore his 
honors modestly. “We will win out in the states,” he 
said, “but it still means work,” and then he pledged 
his summer: vacation to campaigning in wet states 
until the victory is complete. Others will render like 
service. It is significant that in this drive so many 
Senators and Congressmen have volunteered. 


Bryan and Roosevelt Driving Together 


Ten years ago who could have foreseen Bryan and 
Roosevelt as the foremost of the van in a drive for 
prohibition. The ovation given Mr. Bryan on the 
floor of the House when the vote was announced, 
and Theodore Roosevelt’s open declaration for out 
_~ out prohibition, were features of the Prohibition 

rive. 

In contrast with interviews abroad I was struck 
by the marked simplicity in the whole affair of my 
interview with Secretary Daniels. Less than ten 
minutes from the time I entered the great door of 
the Navy Building I was in the presence of the 
Secretary of the Navy. I looked into a face as honest 
and sympathetic as that of Lircoln. 

“You may give the fullest publicity to this state- 
ment,” said the Secretary after a cordial greeting. 
“Not only the physical but the moral welfare of the 
men in the Navy will be conserved in every way pos- 
sible, They will be safeguarded from drink and all 
immoral conditions. I hope the mothers of the coun- 
try will realize that not only is there the law, but the 
spirit and the will to enforce this order.” 

If I had not known it before, a square look into 
Secretary Daniels’ face as he made this statement 
assured me that the mothers of our sailor lads may 
know in whom they trust. 

Events move rapidly these days. While still cele- 
brating the passage of the Prohibition Amendment, 
the cable flashed General Pershing’s now famous 
order across the sea: “Soldiers are forbidden either 
to buy or accept as gifts whiskey, brandy, champagne, 
liquors, or other alcoholic beverages other than light 
wines or beers.” 

“We must protest to the President,” said the dean 
of reformers, Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, as we discussed 
the matter in the Bureau. “The mistake began when 
the temperance people failed to protest against the 
gift of wine by the French Government to our sol- 
diers on Bastille Day. Acceptance of the wine was 

(Continued on page 102) 








we teas 


' mediation at the throne. 


. lying parts. 








Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








A CASTOR: notes from his own Bible margins are being 
given here, as marked thr > ger of personal study. 

Each of the sixty-six books of the B i 

by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times, — 


“Your Study Bible.” 

But each one should do his own Bible reading, and prayerfully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. ao uae & 
your Bibles to write in notes such as these articles give, or discov- 
eries of your own. Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints, The lower margins for book outlines and directions. The 


side margins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
book, and each chapter of each book. Make the Book your 
own. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 


that have | given unto you ” (Josh. | : 3). 
The following plan for marking is helpful : 
At the top of the page— topical notes. 
At the bottom—analytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 





Joshua 


HIS is the Book of Conquest, or the Battlefield 

of the Canaan Inheritance. It hints “The good 

fight of faith” in every Christian life. Key- 
text, “Possess the land, which the Lord your God 
giveth” (1:11). God’s to give; ours to possess, 

There are two parts—Given and Taken. Taken 
and occupied, i. e., I. Conquest; II. Settlement, These 
correspond respectively, in a way, to conversion and 
sanctification in Christian experience. 

Joshua is to the Pentateuch what Acts is to the 
Gospels. It is grace at work, the principles of god- 
liness in their application and fulfilment. Evangeli- 
cally it requires Moses and Joshua together to pre- 
sent to us typically the finished work of Christ. 
Moses points to the Jesus of Bethlehem and Calvary 
in His redemptive mission.on-earth. Joshua empha- 
sizes more particularly. the Christ at God’s right hand, 
the Christ of the Holy Ghost, with his victorious 
Altogether it pictures ‘the 
conqueting life of ‘the Christian, finally consummated 
in the Adoption, té wit, the redemption of our bodies. 

I: Conquest. .Here was. wisdom. 1, Conquest.of the 
Interior (chapters 1 to 9, Jericho). .2. Conquest of 
the South (10, The Five Kings). 
North (11, Merom), First the center, then the out- 
First the heart, then the whole life, for 
“out of the heart are the issues of life.” 

II. Settlement. Here also is wisdom. 1. East of 
Jordan (13, Two and one-half tribes). 2. West of 
Jordan (14-17, Judah, Ephraim, and half Manasseh). 
3. The rest of the land (18, Benjamin and the remain- 
ing tribes). Pre-empt and occupy as you go. Heart, 
hand, foot, every imagination brought, at. last, to the 
obedience of Christ. 

Two great texts speak it: 

Set your foot down. “Every place that the sole 
of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto 
you, as I said’ unto.Moses” (1:3). Take it ail. 
‘From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the 
great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the 
Hittites; and unto,the great sea toward the going 
down of the sun, shall be your coast” (1: 4). 

Not till Solomon’s day, a half millennium later, 
was this fully realized (2 Chron. 9:26), but it was 
coming all the time. Queen Victoria was made 
Empress of India long before her royal grandson 
actually occupied all its borders. 

There is a twofold process of Sanctification. I 
saw Evan Hopkins illustrate it luminously at Kes- 
wick. “Here is my hand, It is crippled and atro- 
phied. The physician lays his finger on the joint. 
Click! it is back in place. This is the instantaneous 
work. But now, the members properly articulated, 
the blood flows down into all the parts, and the hand 
begins to fill out and presently do its normal work.” 
This is progressive. But the one involves the other. 
Both are of God. We are saved; we are being saved. 

This book is rich in texts for marking. Just a 
hint in the margin is sufficient. It tells the over- 
coming life of the.consecrated Christian; young be- 
lievers ought%specially to search and follow them out. 

Be on the move—no matter what happens. “Moses 
my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this 
Jordan” (1:2). Take the sword. “This book of the 
law shall not depart out of thy mouth” (1:8). Go 
in for a full life. “Go in to possess the land, which 
the Lord your God giveth you to possess it” (1:11). 

The Lord’s Minuie Men. “All that thou com- 
mandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou .send- 
est us, we will go” (1: 16). 

ide under the Blood. “And she bound the scarlet 


3. Conquest of the : 
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line in the window” (2:21). (There are hints of 
Wao" from every casement window of the 
ord. 


Go clean over. “Until all the people were passed 
clean over Jordan” (3:17). Stand by your Pastor. 
Gr ps magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel” 

4:14). 

Bend to the great Leader. “And Joshua fell on his 
face to the earth, and did worship” (5:14). (Here 
Joshua received Knighthood and Commission.) Put 
the first thing first. “And seven priests bearing seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the Lord 
went on continually” (6:13). Seven trumpets of a 
ministry that breaks down the walls and brings 
things to pass:—Ruin by the Fall! Redemption by 
the Blood! Regeneration by the Spirit! Believe! 
Repent! Accept! Obey! 


Face Front! “OQ Lord, what shall I say when 





FEBRUARY 16, 1918 


a. turneth their backs before their enemies?” 
7: 

Beware of the wedge of gold. “There is an ac- 
cursed thing in the niidst of thee, O Israel” (7:13). 

Put it through. “Sun, stand thou still upon 
Gibeon” (10:12). (Ordinary things come to a stand- 
still when God’s work is on. Oh, for another great 
Revival!) 

Endure hardness as good soldiers. 
fore give me this mountain” (14: 12). 

Believe the Word of God. “Not one thing hath 
failed” (23:14). Certitude! Start right. “Choose 
you this day whom ye will serve” (24:15). It is all 
summed up at 1 Timothy 6: 12, “Fight the good fight 
of faith; lay hold on eternal life,” which does not 
mean fight till you lay hold, but fight by laying hold. 
Faith is the Victory, and Christ is the Victor! 

Oser.in, OnI0. 


“Now there- 





How They Managed Decision Day 


A word from those who know about preparation, the message 
to give, and a follow-up device 





How to Record Decision Day Results 


Ate piece of equipment is just being installed 
in our Sunday-school. It consists of a scroll 
whereon are placed the names of those who are mem- 
bers of the school and who hav>, by profession of 
faith, allied themselves with the church. This at the 
end of the year will be framed and hung in the 
school and a new scroll started for the following 
year. We believe that this will be very helpful in 
several ways. 

First, As a testimony to the saving power of the 
Master. 

Second, The kn wledge that his name is on the roll 
will aid the young disciple in his battle with evil. 

Third, As an incentive to others to take their stand 
for Christ. 

Fourth, As a permanent record for reference. 


Fifth, As a tangible way of showing the work of 


the school—George O. Norton,’ Welland, Ont. 
ve 


Getting Ready for Decision Day 


N THE ‘life of a Sunday-school’ the Decision Day : 


campaign must not come as a wrench, an upheaval, in a Philadelphia school; but as conditions every- 


but the whole teaching should be quietly yet directly 


concentrated on the bringing of the individual to ‘an ; 


acceptance of his Saviour as Lord, Elder Brother, ‘Cheeds of the ‘idividtal ‘school.—Edward R. Long- 


and Friend. 

The pastor and superintendent should prayerfully 
map out a plan of campaign, to’ be approved-by the 
teachers. This plan should include the work of prep- 
aration, extending over a period of from six to ten 
weeks; the program for Decision’ Day, 
“follow up” methods which hold the new convert and 
strengthen his character by awakeriing his intérest in 
spiritual. things. The details of the plan should be 
carefully worked out, 

First comes the preparation of the teacher. Since 
God cannot maké a full use of the life which is 
tainted with sin, that one who would lead others’-to 
Christ must be freed from anything which separates 
from him. Through meetings for prayer and‘ in 
other ways the teachers should be brought very 
close to the Master at this time, that they may be 
ready for this great work. 

Who can measure the tremendous power of inter- 
cessory prayer? From the time that Abraham pleaded 
for Sodom until now it has pleased our Father in 
heaven to accept the petitions of his children asking 
gifts for their friends. And so the teachers and ofh- 
cers of the school should meet each week for some 
time before Decision Day to pray for their pupils 
who are not yet Christians, and superintendent, pas- 
tor, and teachers should each ‘have a prayer list that 
they may pray daily for those they seek to win. 

The canny fisherman carries more than one kind 
of bait; and for the big fish he frequently summons 
help to land his catch. So the teacher and those in 
the class who are already Christians should: form a 
prayer circle to pray for their classmates, The 
parents, or brother or sister of one who is not a 
Christian may be called: upon to join ‘the prayer 
league, and as many as will may help. 

Success in soul-winning presupposes the friendship 
of the teacher and the pupil, the dominating’ purpose 
of the teacher to serve the pupil. This means Sacri- 
fice, but Sunday-school is not taught only ‘on ‘Sun- 
days, but during the week, and it is the long walks 
in the country, the visits in the pupil’s ‘home, and 
the time spent in any ‘way together, that beget perfect 
understanding between teacher and pupil; and -most 
of all afford’ the opportunity of ‘saying the “personal 
word for Jesus Christ. 


and the. 


The program for Decision Day should be varied to 
suit conditions in each school. A communion service 
for the teachers immediately after church has proved 
its usefulness. The teachers should gather half. an 
hour before school meets, for united intercession, so 
that each one may go into -his class with a new 
vision of his privilege, and his responsibility for those 
whom he teaches. : 

During the lesson period the teacher makes the di- 
rect appeal to the class, trying to sum up the work 
done in all the previous weeks, and asking each one 


‘ to ‘sign either a “rededication” card or a “confession 


of faith” card. At the end of the time those who 
have reaffirmed their allegiance are asked to stand, 
and the signers of the confession cards are requested 
to’ join them, the minister making a “charge” to all, 
followed by prayer. ; 

Free use of “follow' up” lettérs to the teachers and 
to the pupils must’ be made by both superintendent 


“and pastor, letters of cheer, encouragement,’ advice, 


and suggestion to the young converts. Of utmost im- 
portance is the hécessity' of at’once putting the new 
Christian to work, training him along the linés’ of 
“personal work,” so that he may win others to the 
Saviour he now loves: 
The plans here outlined have proved their efficiency 


where vary, they must be considered only as sug- 


“gestions, to be modified and amplified to meet the 


streth, Moylan, Pa. 
‘ie. . we 


The King’s Message 


HERE was once. a king who wished to have 

gathered together all the silversmiths of his 
realm, in order that he might deliver to them a mes- 
sage about their work. He sent messengers to all 
parts of the kingdom, and, fearing they might not 
come to receive merely a.message, he prepared many 
attractions to get them there.. He made known that 
there would be a banquet for those who came,,and 
a present for each as he departed, In delivering the 
king’s command, the messengers dwelt on the great- 
ness of the banquet, and. the magnificence of the 
gift, until the gathering was looked forward to as 
the Silversmiths’ Banquet. 

It happened that th: king was called away to an- 
other part of his realm, and he left the message to 
be delivered by his lords. The silversmiths came to- 
gether. The banquet was of great magnificence. 
They feasted many hours. They ate and drank and 
made merry, and, when the feast was over, each 
took his present and departed with content. Satis- 
fied and stupefied with much eating and drinking, 
no one remembered the king’s message, until, as they 
were departing, one of the lords cried out, “Cali 
them back in haste: the king’s message has not been 
delivered.” 

There are many phases of the work of the teacher 
in the modern Sunday-school. There are so many 
things to claim her attention, so many novel plans 


for getting a large attendaace, so many up-to-date 


suggestions for interesting the children, that, by the 
time she has done all the things she has been told 
she ought to do, it is time for the school to close; 
and in many of our schools, if the teacher could 
realize what the lesson has amounted to, she would 
cry out, “Call the children back in taste: the King’s 
message has not been delivered.” ; 
been interested, even amused. They have had a nice 
time. But+the King’s message—it was the thing of 
importance, and it has been forgotten.—Katharine S, 
Cronk, Atlanta, Ga. 


The children have , 
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How Christ Broke Lahu Bondage with “Iron Ropes” 


God’s Spirit's amazing use of an Indian tradition, and other events of world” 
evangelism, as noted by our Missionary Watch Tower - 





N THE early days of missions, when Judson first 
| worked in Burma, among all the discouragements of 

his long and weary toil among tl. Burmans, with 
the comparatively few converts who were won from 
this people, there was one spot where a light ap- 
peared in the darkness with all the beauty and promise 
of the morning star. This was the work among the 
Karens. “Karen” is the anglicized form of the 
Burman “wild man,” and describes the hill -peopie 
for whom no one cared. 

With this paragraph, the Rev. A. H. Henderson, 
M.D., a Baptist missionary from Burma, now at 541 
Lexington Avenue, New York, at home on furlough, 
begins this remarkable story of the way God’s Spirit 
prepared an approach for the Gospel into the heart 
of a wild hill tribe of India. 

The- explanation for the readiness with which 
the Karens accepted Christian ogy | lies in a 
strange tradition, which God’s Hol pirit made 
use of. Long ago they believed the Great Spirit had 

iven books to the different nations. Burmaas, 

hans, Karens, and others had each received a book. 
Other peoples had preserved theirs, and that ex- 
plained how it was that both Burmans and Shans 
still had them. But the Karens were shiftless and 
careless. They had left their copy outside on the 
stump of a tree and it had been destroyed. They 
had but one hope: some. day a white brother should 
come across the sea to bring them back again their 
lost book. Naturally therefore when white men ap- 
peared, coming to teach them out of a book, the vil- 
lage fathers gathered in conclave, to discuss whether 
this was at last the fulfilment of their hope; and de- 
ciding that it was, they yielded themselves to the 
new teaching which during the last century gave 
them a written language, the Bible in their homes, 
an influential part in the development of Burma, and 
at last seated a Karen in the highest legislative coun- 
cil in Burma, j 

All through the last century that shining fact has 
stood unique in the annals of missions. ut it has 
been granted to wus since the twentieth century 
opened to see develop before our wondering eyes 
its parallel. Again in Burma, but this time far up 
on the part of the frontier bordering on the Chinese 
province of Yunan, high up on the top of almost 
inaccessible mountains, have been living a hardy hill 
tribe, known by their Shan neighbors as Musoer, or 
hunters. They hunt largely with the cross-bow, and 
dress in dark cotton cloth with broad silver buttons. 

They have migrated, and are still moving down 
from China into the mountains of Burma (the Shan 
state of Kengtung) and Siam, their own tribal name 
among themselves being the Lahu. Their worship 
has been found peculiarly pure. Large buildings 


have been found free from idols, devoted to the” 


worship of God in some dim way that they could not 
understand. In pathetic recognition of their condi- 
tion, they have been wearing cords around their 
wrists, in token that they were in bondage, and re- 
minding them of their tradition and hope that some 
day a deliverer should appear! 

Nor is the wonderful picture yet complete. Cer- 
tain signs were to point to the coming of this hoped- 
for deliverer. Foreigners should appear, dressed all 
in white, and an iron rope was to be brought into 
the country on iron poles. And so with dim hunger 
in their hearts they waited for they knew not what. 
But during the closing years of the nineteenth cen- 
tury the British government sent through these parts 
an expedition into Siam. It consisted of some of the 
native Indian soldiers, and what arrested the atten- 
tion of the Lahu people was that here were foreign- 
ers dressed all in white: could it be that their hopes 
were near fulfilment? 

Later still there was friction between England and 
France, and the states lying between British Burma 
and the- French possessions suddenly became politi- 
cally important. Under stress of these conditions, 
a temporary telegraph line was rapidly pushed 
East into Kengtung State and city. So novel was a 
telegraph wire that one boy, 200 miles nearer civiliza- 
tion than were these Lahu, broke his arm. while 
taking an excursion of fourteen miles with his 
father to see it. 

Here then was the iron rope; but look! it was on 
wooden poles! could it be the sign? Up till this 
date, even the permanent telegraph lines in Burma 
had been built with hard-wood posts. Who knew of 
thors waiting hungering hearts in their mountain 
homes? Who could influence the British Govern- 
ment to any change in its Public Works Department? 
Answer as you will. The fact is that just at this 
time the government began to use iron posts screwed 
together in three -pieces, and that when the line was 
made. permanent there was the iron rope, brought into 


the country on iron poles; and just about the same 
time Mr: Young, a missionary of the American Bap- 
tist Mission, opened up work in Kengtung city. 

As with the Karens, the old men decided. that 
this new teacher who had appeared in the bazaar was 
their long hoped-for deliverer, and thousands have 
flocked in asking for the cords to be cut from their 
wrists in token that their bondage has passed away, 
and that they willingly yield themselves to this new 
teaching, the truth that shall make them free. 


se 
How Death and Debt Challenge America 


my aang opportunity on.the mission fields 
in the face of a shortage of men due to the world 
war is a burden upon the soul of Dr. Edmund F. 
Cook, recently called from the Southern Methodist 
Mission Board to be at the head of the Missionary 
Department of Moody Bible Institute. He has an 
appeal in the February Christian Workers Magazine, 
entitled “The Call of the Present Crisis.” He says: 

“As we survey the great non-Christian world, we 
find Japan shaken from her old religious foundations, 
thrust into the comity of Christian nations and astir 
with new life, with her leaders seeking a religion, 
having found her old religious systems inadequate as 
a foundation for the moral life of the nation, We 
find China stirred with revolutions, political, social, 
and religious; with a sudden breaking down of the 
Gibraltar of bitter hate and opposition hitherto en- 
countered from the literati. We see Korea moved 
by manifold miracles of the grace of God; converts 
at the rate of one per hour for twenty-five years, 
and now an average of eighteen per hour. 

“India is presenting a most remarkable spectacle, 
150,000 converts asking for baptism enrolled on a 








When I Found the Starving Children 
in the Labrador Woods 


By Wilfred T. Grenfell, M.D. 





Eee years ago, when called to a sick family 
in a lonely bay in Labrador, I found the father 
dying and the mother dead, and the next day four 
helpless little children left behind. We could not 
read the beautiful service, praying God to watch over 
those left to mourn, and then leave the children. So 
we assumed the guardianship, 

Then later came a little girl of two and a half 
years, She had been deserted, and left defenseless 
in a lonely settlement. Her, too, we had to gather up. 

There followed two half-naked little boys, feeding 
on befries on an island in Eskimo Bay. The starving 
parents had been unable to feed and care for them. 
I can still see my sturdy mate carrying one child un- 
der each arm down to the beach on their way to my 
little hospital steamer, There we made some cloth- 
ing for them, and then took care of them “for keeps.” 

For our increasing family we had to build a shel- 
ter, and there grew up a wooden building, constructed 
of our own green cut wood. It has since had a wing 
added here, a play-room there, a storeroom at one 
end, and a heating plant at one side. It is a thing 
not only of threads and patches, but so uneconomical 
to heat that in our arctic winter temperatures we 
cannot keep it as the children, now forty in number, 
need it should be kept. 

The war has come. Many of the protectors and 
providers for our children have gone forth to fight 
for righteousness; many will never come back. We 
anticipate all the while increasing demands. on this 
branch of the work, for many times already we have 
had to turn down opportunities to take in more chil- 
dren who needed our help, for lack of space. 

One day a lady with a tender heart for children 
suggested, “Why do you not ask the children of 
more favored lands to help your children of the 
North by giving one brick each, in order that the new 
building may be a co-operative work of love.” 

It costs twenty cents to land a brick on the site, 
and about five cents more to lay it. “Weil,” I said, 
“surely Sunday-school children would love to help 
other little children in just that way. Let me write 
to The Sunday School Times about it.” 

Any child wishing to help in this way may send 
the money to “The Children’s Brick Home Fund,” 
and address it to Dr. Wilfred T. Grenfell, 20 Beacon 
Street, Boston, Mass. 


St.. ANTHONY, NEWFOUNDLAND. 


waiting list, held off because there are not enough 
churches, schools, and ministers for their leddership 
and training; Africa experiencing the outpouring 
of God’s power. Christian communities and a Chris- 
tian civilization in many regions where twenty-five 
ears ago men were devouring human’ flesh ‘at canni- 
al feasts. 

“We find Latin America responding to the Gospel 
appeal as never before, and Mexico, in spite of ‘con- 
tinued revolutions and. a new constitution which ap- 
peared to paralyze Christian effort, interested in the 
Scriptures more than ever before, and Protestant 
a overflowing ‘with eager seekers after the 
truth.” 

With Europe depleted by the death of millions 
of men and groaning under an unthinkable war debt, 
God’s call comes in a peculiar way to America. “We 
have no right, therefore, to-day to face the question 
of a life’s work apart from human need and with- 
out-regard to the open door and God’s call to us,” 
says Dr. Cook. ” 


Student Volunteers in a 
Northfield “‘Retreat”’ 


EEMING it unwise because of war conditions to 

hold the great Student Volunteer Convention in 
some great city, such as was held in Cleveland in 
1891, and quadrennially thereafter in Detroit, Cleve- 
land, Toronto, Nashville, and Kansas City, it was 
appropriate to substitute for the 1918 convention a 
“Retreat,” which was held in Northfield from Jan- 
uary 3 to 6. The appropriateness lay in the fact that 
the first Student Conference was held at Mount: Her- 
mon school in Northfield in 1886. 

Two Princeton students endued with missionary 
zeal were at that time largely responsible for the 
wonderful impetus of the Student Volunteer Move- 
ment. One of the students, the Rev. John Forman, 
died of angina pectoris last November, shortly after 
arriving in America on furlough from the mission 
field. The other student, Robert P. Wilder, now 
Director of Religious Work: of the International 
Committee of the Y. M. C. A., gave the opening ad- 
dress at the Conference. 

Among other speakers were Robert E. Speer and 
John R. Mott, the latter making a powerful appeal to 
the seven hundred young people present to prepare 
themselves to meet the unprecedented opportunities 
arising as a result of the world war, 


Driving the Sunder Wolf from 
Palestine’s Door 


| awaited opportunity to aid Palestine ar- 
rived. Sickness, destitution, serious, especially 
. as Estimate 60,000 sufferers directly acces- 
sible. 

These are the beginning sentences of a cablegram 
from the Rev. Stephen Trowbridge from Cairo, Egypt, 
to Secretary Charles V. Vickrey, of the American 
Committee for Armenian and Syrian Relief, trans- 
mitted through Secretary of State Lansing.’ . It 
means that food and raiment will follow fast upon 
the heels of the victorious British troops in Pales- 
tine—provided the generosity of American Chris- 
tians responds to the appeal. 

Mr. Trowbridge goes on to state in his cablegram 
that Bishop MacInnes’ committee is well organized, 
with representatives already in Palestine. The funds 
in hand are very inadequate. A’ refugee hospital 
that has been established near Gaza is already 
crowded, and three more are required if the sick are 
to have proper attention. Food, grain, clothing, and 
medical supplies can be secured in Egypt for Pales- 
tine relief. The British military authorities offer ali 
possible transportation facilities and urge immediate 
agtion.’ It will be remembered that the British built 
their railroad from the Red Sea to Jerusalem as they 
went along. 

Mr, Trowbridge: recommended a grant of $16,000 
a month to the MacInnes committee. He said that 
Mr. Fox, the manager of the American Red Cross at 
Cairo, was sharing the responsibility. There are prob- 
ably twenty thousand destitute in Jerusalem, and’ to 
relieve them three hundred tons of rice are being 
forwarded from Cairo. “Conditions in Syria are 
appalling,” the cable added. An orphanage hospital 
is being started at Jaffa, which was stripped by the 
Turks, who left the aged and children behind. Con- 
tributions should be sent to Charles V. Vickrey, Sec- 
retary American Committee for Armenian and Syrian 
Relief, No. 1 Madison. Avenue, New York City. 
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LESSON 9. MARCH 3. JESUS BRINGING PEACE 


Mark 4 : 35 to 5: 20 


Golden Text.—Jehovah hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.—Psalm 126 : 3 


ane. 








The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


UPPOSE the mother of a little golden-haired 
boy of two or three years of age, in “the coun- 
try of the Gerasenes,” had been asked to author- 
ize a legion of demons to enter the body of that lit- 
tle fellow, after he was older, and possess and con- 
trol him so that he should become the mad man of 
the tombs. Would that mother have said, “Certainly” ? 

A newspaper in Montclair, New Jersey, contained 
the following advertisement: “Two hundred fathers 
wanted to teach their sons to drink beer and whiskey.” 
The advertisement went on: “The liquor stores of 
Montclair are licensed by town authorities and are 
as legitimate as the grocery, the Y. M. C. A., or the 
church.” 

Evidently the person who inserted that advertise- 
ment did not want the liquor licenses granted by the 
town council. Why should parents authorize either 
demon-possession or booze-possession for their boys? 


Our Background Material 


Take a moment to study demon-possession with the 
class. Give out on slips of paper the passages men- 
tioning ether cases of demon-possession, as given by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3); and have those passages 
in whole or in part read aloud in class and the de- 
tails carefully noted. Let some one read the boy- 
description given in Pucker’s Class (Mr. Rogers, 1) 
of the terrible condition of a demon-possessed man. 
Have verses 2-5 of the lesson read aloud. Let the 
class see for themselves, in view of the details in the 
other passages and in verses 8-13 of the lesson, that 
demon-possession is something fundamentally differ- 
ent from mere disease of the body and mind, such 
as epilepsy or insanity, though both of these diseases 
might be the result of demon-possession; on the 
similarity of demon-possession and madness, see Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 2). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Ask the class to discover what there is, in the very 
first verse of the lesson, that should have made the 
disciples absolutely fearless in: that storm on the sea. 
If they cannot discover it, leave it until later. 

When we remember that these disciples were ex- 
perienced fishermen, thoroughly accustomed to the 
lake, as Dr. Griffith. Thomas (I, 1) points out, yet 
were thoroughly frightened, we realize what a ter- 
rific storm it must have been. 

Jesus’ humanity comes out in the fact that he felt 
the need of sleep. He had a physical human body, 
subject to fatigue, He was both man and God. 

Would the boat have sunk if they had not awak- 
ened Jesus? Let the class discuss this. 

Now describe two boats to the class: one, the 
greatest ocean liner ever built when it was launched, 
the steamship Titanic; the other, this little Galilee 
fishing boat. In which would you have felt the safer, 
in a storm at sea? 

Tell Dr. Scofield’s own story of his Sunday in 
Belfast when the Titanic went down (in “The 
Prophecy in~This Lesson”). Then ask the class 
which is the only unsinkable boat the world has known. 

Business men know the blessing and security in 
business, as Mr. Ridgway (1) points out, of having 
Jesus on board. Reasons for having faith in God 
are also given by Mr. Ridgway (2). Tell of Wesley’s 
cow sermon on using faith (Round Table, 2). 

Immediately after our Lord’s complete triumph 
over the storm-attack upon his own life and that of 
his disciples, he is confronted with a new challenge 
and conflict; “straightway” it met him (v. 2). Such 
an attack constantly awaits us after a victory-triumph. 

We have seen in “Our Background Material” 
something as to the facts of demon-possession. The 
condition of the demon-possessed man was strikingly 
like the dead and enslaved condition of all who have 
not been born again, as described in Ephesians 2: 
1-3, 12, and Romans 8: 6, 7. 

Yet let no one think that this “unclean spirit” of the 
demoniac was merely the “flesh,” or the man’s sinful 
nature. It was another person, of the spirit-world, 
actually dwelling within the body of this wretched 
man, and controlling his body, mind, and spirit. 

It is a striking fact, as Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3) 
points out, that the demons knew who our Lord was 
Ibu before the disciples knew it. May not this be 
Fegause evil spirits, as fallen angels, had seen and 
frpwn Christ as the eternal Son of God, way back 


Devotional Reading: Psa. 147 : 1-5, 14-18. 
iti aterial for Ti : Matt. 8 : 23-34; Luke 8 : 22-39; 
Matt. 14 : 22-33; Luke 9 : 37-432. 
Primary Lesson Material : Wark 4: 35-41. 
Memory Verse: Even the wind and the sea obey him.—Mark 


4°4!. 
intermediate Topic: Telling the Good News About the Prince 
eace. 
Slemory Verse: Mark 5: 19. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Mark 4: 35-41; 5 : 15-20 


3s And on that day, when even was come, he saith unto 
them, Let us go over unto the other side. 36 And leaving 
the multitude, they take him with them, even as he was, 
in the boat. And other boats were with him. 37 And there 
ariseth a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the 
boat, insomuch that the boat was now filling. 38 And he 
himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion: and they 
awake him, and say unto him, Teacher, carest thou not that 
we perish? 39 And he awoke, and rebuked the wind, and 
said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm. 4o And he said unto them, Why 
are ye fearful? have ye not yet faith? 4: And they feared 
exceedingly, and said one to another, Who then is this, that 
even the wind and the sea obey him? 

5: 15 And they come to Jesus, and behold ' him that was 
possessed with demons sitting, clothed and in his right 
mind, even him that had the legion: and they were afraid. 
16 And they that saw it declared unto them how it befell 
lthim that was possessed with demons, and concerning the 
swine. 17 And they began to beseech him to depart from 
their borders. 18 And -as he was entering into the boat, 
the that had been possessed with demons besought him that 
he might be with him. 19 And he suffered him not, but 
saith unto him, Go to thy house unto thy friends, and tell 
them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and 
how he had mercy on thee. 20 And he went his way, and 
began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had 
done for him: and all men marvelled. 


1Or, the demoniac 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








in eternity, when before their fall they had fellow- 
ship with Christ. See James 2: Io. 

Evidently evil spirits dread being forced to leave 
the habitations of men (v. 10). Perhaps these spirits 
feared being condemned to imprisonment in a place of 
darkness (2 Pet. 2: 4; Luke 8: 31, and Matt. 8: 29). 

Preferable to being disembodied spirits, embodi- 
ment of any sort, even in swine, seemed to be desired 
(v. 12). Two suggestions why the demons may 
have wanted to go into the swine are given by Mr. 
Rogers (2). 

It is not strange that unregenerate human nature 
was outraged by the tremendous property loss of 
those swine; at a moderate present-day cieniion of 
twenty-five dollars a hog, there was fifty thousand 
dollars gone in an instant! What did the salvation of 
a man count against that! What does it count to the 
liquor traffic? (Mr. Rogers, 3.) 

There is a possible reason why this property de- 
struction was allowed of God, as perhaps deserved 
by the owners (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 4). 

Salvation means Service. The ministry of witness- 
ing for Christ, being an ambassador for Christ 
(2 Cor. 5: 20), was now granted this healed demoniac ; 
see Dr. Griffith Thomas’ (III, 5) discussion of this. 
Sophie the Washerwoman was not afraid to run a 
risk in witnessing for Christ (Round Table, 1). 
If people suggest that it is not necessary for Chris- 
tians to talk about their religion, tell them what Dr. 
van Dyke said about “dumb love” (Round Table, 3). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The reason why the disciples should have been ab- 
solutely without fear in the midst of that terrible 
storm on the sea was because Jesus had said to them, 
“Let us go over unto the other side.” That settled it. 
When Gou says to us, “Let us go,” and we start, 
taking him with us as the disciples did (v. 36), we’re 
going to get there. 

The night may come on; that is no cause to fear. 
He will carry us safely through the darkness. And 
all the storms of nature and of the powers of evil 
under the personal direction of Satan cannot harm 
us. For Christ says, when we put ourselves into his 
keeping, not, “Let us go to the bottom,” but, “Let us 
go unto the other side.” Read aloud in class the 
dbeautiful bit of verse, on page 103, entitled “Us.” 

In his prayer “From the Platform” Mr. Howard 
asks for “the quietness of spirit that nothing can 
disturb.” That is exactly what Christ can instantly 
give us, and continually give us, as by simple faith, 
having committed ourselves to him, we take him as 
our very life. Storms beating about us cannot even 
disturb, much less destroy, that peace. Read aloud 
John 14:27 and Philippians 4; 7. 


Teaching Points 


Study the several rebukes that Jesus gave his dis- 
ciples (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 1). 

Even the ship with Paul on board was not unsink- 
able. The lives of all the men with Paul, including 
his own, were saved (Acts 27: 23, 24), but the ship 
itself had to go down (Acts 27: 22, 41-44). 

While there are times when the New Testament 
recognizes faith as a comparative thing, of which 
we may have more or less, there are other passages 
in which faith is mentioned as an absolute thing: 
either we have faith or we haven’t. Here our Lord 
says in rebuke, ‘have ye not yet faith?” In the 
parallel passage in Luke 8: 25, he asks “Where is your 
faith?” Either we believe God or we don’t. 

The property owners’ distress and beseeching of 
Christ “to depart from their borders” (v. 17) re- 
minds us of how the rich young ruler turned .sorrow- 
fully away ‘when he had to choose between his prop- 
erty and the continued presence of Christ (Luke 
18: 18-24). 

Is not the storm-at-sea incident of the disciples and 
the sleeping Christ a type of the storm-experiences of 
the Church of Christ in its voyage, in this age of 
darkness, through the storm-swept sea of this dis- 
pensation, as great waves attempt to sink the Church, 
“insomuch that the boat is now filling,” while the 
Master himself, though in the boat, is apparently 
asleep? Shall we, by our unbelieving fear, necessi- 
tate his rebuke to us, “Why are ye fearful? have ye 
not yet faith?” “Whenthe Son of man cometh, shall 
he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8.) Though 
the storms of this age are under the personal direc- 
tion of the powerful prince of this world, Satan him- 
self (Johm 12:31), the true Church of Christ is go- 
ing to be’ brought in safety through the storms, to the 
other side; for Christ has pledged his word to re- 
main in the boat: “Lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the consummation of the age” (Matt. 28:20). 
And when Christ chooses,to speak the word, arous- 
ing himself out of his apparent—but only apparent— 
sleep, the awful storms of this present age will cease; 
and there will be a great calm, which will last during 
the thousand years of his millennial, Golden Age 
reign over this earth (Rev: 19: 20; 20: 1, 2, 6). 

Christ’s authority over the evil spirits was a fore- 
gleam of that day when Christ will finally and for- 
ever assert his conquering authority over all evil 
spirits and their leader (Rev. 20:10; Matt. 25:41). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
Did the disciples think that Jesus could fail? 


“And other boats were with him” (v. 36); was 
their safety guaranteed also? 


Would it have been possible, at this stage of their 
discipleship and understanding of Christ, for the 
disciples not to be afraid? 


Was. it a sin for the disciples to fear? 


Would Jesus have suffered physically if he had not 
taken rest and sleep? 

What was the cause of the disciples’ fear after the 
quelling of the storm? (v. 41.) 

Could the demoniac have harmed Jesus? 

Why are evil spirits called “unclean”? (v. 8.) 

Why did not the evil spirits want to be sent out of 
the country? 

Was the healed demoniac saved spiritually? 

Why do men care more for property than for 
Christ? 

Why did not Jesus allow the healed man to re- 
main with him? 
A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus Restoring Life and Health (Mark 5: 21-43). 


We do not yet know the meaning of the stupendous 
fact that Jesus Christ is the life of the world. He. 
is literally that, Those who do not receive him, that 
they may be born again, will some day have to pass 
into the unspeakable horrors of the second death. 
In this lesson are two wonderfyil glimpses of how 
Jesus proved that he is life. 

Was it easier for people to believe in Jesus then, 
than now? 

Why did the multitude throng him? 

Was the sick woman’s faith superstitious ? 

Why was she afraid of Jesus after she was healed? 

What did Jesus mean by his words in verse 39? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


: different times (7:31). 


LESSON FOR MARCH 3 (Mark 4: 35 to 5: 20) 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—Verse 35, “that day,” 
4:1 and 3:20, but the material is also significantly 
connected with the preceding. After the opposition 
(3: 20-35) and the parable suggesting failure (4: 
1-20), the disciples would be encouraged by the four 
miracles now recorded in succession, representing 
their Master as supreme in turn over danger, demons, 
disease, and death. The present lesson deals with 
the first two, though there was an interval between 
these and the next: two. 

Date.—A. D. 28. 

Mark’s Gospel.—In the third period of the min- 
istry in Galilee (3:13 to 6:6 

Books on the Lesson.—Vollmer, “Students’ Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell. Company, New York, 
$1.25 net), pp. 138-141; Riddle, “Outline Harmony of 
the Gospels” (The Sunday School Times Company, 
25 cents), sections 58, 59; Croscup, “Historical 
Charts of the Life and Ministry of Christ” (The 
Sunday School Times, $1), sections 65, 66; for 
Gadara and Gerasa and Gergesa, see Index of W. 
W. Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical Geog- 
raphy of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School 
Times, 75 cents). Decapolis was a confederation of 
Greek cities, originally ten, but the names varied at 
This entire subject is finely 
treated by Chadwick inthe Expositor’s Bible, pp. 129- 
151 (George H. Doran Company, New York, 75 
cents net). Special topics can be studied in “Medical 
Men in the Time of Christ,” by Willson (The Stn- 
day School Times, $1 net), and “Demon Possession 
and Allied Themes,” by Nevius (Revell, $1.50 net). 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Power Over the Natural World (4: 35-41). After 
a long day of working and teaching (3:20 to 4: 34), 
Christ, being already on board the boat (4:1), was 
taken: out to sea “as he was” without landing for 
preparation, and, worn out by the day’s work, he 
quickly fell asleep, his sleep being mentioned only 
here. One of the sudden storms came down over the 
lake, which, being 682 feet below sea level and sur- 
rounded by hills, is particularly liable to these sud- 
den changes. The Apostles, although fishermen and 
accustomed to the lake, were thoroughly alarmed, and 
at length could wait no longer, believing they were 
in danger (Luke 8:23). They roused Jesus, sug- 
gesting thereby their resentment of his apparent 
neglect of them. At once the storm was allayed by 
the voice of Christ, and the words are particularly 
strong in which he rebuked the wind, as though it 
were the instrument of. some evil power. Suddenly 
the storm ceased and “there was a great calm,” for 
nature had obeyed her Divine Master. Then came 
a rebuke for the Apostles when the danger was over. 
This was the first of several such rebukes (7: 18; 
8:17, 21, 23; 9:19). They had not learned the les- 
son of faith, even after all they had seen and heard 
for months past. The effect on them was twofold: 
they were full of awe and they were astonished 
(Matt. 8:27). They were making fresh discoveries 
of their Master every day, and even nature (as well 
as demons, 1:27) was seen to be subject to him. (1) 


Power Over the Spiritual World (5:1-20). On 
landing on the east side of the lake, Christ was met 
by a still more terrible foe, Gerasa, the modern 
Khersa or Gersa, is thought to be the place of land- 
ing, and as the town of Gadara is three hours from 
the lake “the country of the Gadarenes” must mean 
the district of which Gadara was the capital. Practi- 
cally all modern travelers agree in identifying 
Khersa as the place of the miracles. In the gorge 
leading up from the water to the high land were 
numerous caverns often used as tombs, and from 
one of these came a man afflicted with an unclean 
spirit. In those days Satan had special power to 
send some of his messengers (demons) into men. 
The affliction was similar to but far worse than 
madness, for the poor man was a slave to the 
demons and was so violent that people were afraid of 
him (Matt. 8:28; Luke 8:27). Mark’s vividness is 
impressive here (vs. 3-5). (2) 

The demoniac is like the sinner led captive by the 
devil, a slave to sin (2 Tim. 2:26). Drunkenness is 
one illustration of this awful power (John 8: 34). 
The man came rushing like a madman, drawn some- 
how to Christ (v. 6), and it is striking that the 
demons knew who our Lord was long before the 
disciples did ({v. 7). His use of the term “Most 
High God” is a reminder of the way in which this 
is found outside the Jewish people in the Bible (Gen. 
14:19; Dan. 4: 2, 24,32; Acts 16:17). Christ clearly 
recognized the phenomenon as due to the actual pres- 
ence of a spirit of evil distinct from the spirit of the 
victim (Mark 9:28, 29; Luke 10:17-20; Matt. 12: 
28, 29). The same manifestations were seen in the 
early Church (Acts 5:16; 19:13-16). It was evi- 
dently by special permission of God that such a pos- 
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session was allowed in order that the still greater 
power of Christ might be seen. (3) 

When Christ asked the man his name the evil spirit 
answered, using the Roman word “Legion,” number- 
ing sometimes 6,000 soldiers. The evil ‘spirit then 
made a request not to be sent out of the country, but 
to be allowed to enter into the swine, and our Lord 
permitted this, with the immediate result that the man 
was thoroughly healed, and the people coming out 
from the town saw a wonderful change in him, sit- 
ting quiet, instead of restless; clothed, instead of 
naked; and sane instead of mad. Thus Christ’s 
power was supreme over that of Satan, as it is to- 
day with every sin, however great. It is possible 
that many of the owners of the swine were Jews, 
although the population east of the Lake was largely 
non-Jewish. sat were prohibited by the Old 
Testament (Lev. 11:7; Deut. 14:8; Isa. 65:4). They 
probably deserved their loss for breaking the law, 
but in any case the man’s safety was infinitely more 
important than the question of finance. (4) 


Il. Additional.Material for Teachers 


Matt. 8: 23-34; Luke 8: 22-39; Mat:. 
Luke 9: 37-434. 

1. For Devotional Reading Psa. 147: 1-5, 14-18 is 
given, It constitutes a threefold call to praise, as 
suggested by verses 1, 7, 12. (1) verses 1-6, God’s 
special mercy to Israel ; (2) verses 7-11, God’s gen- 
eral beneficence to all; (3) verses 12-20, both topics 
combined. The Psalm blends the thought of God 
in nature and in grace. Christ is at once connected 
with creation and redemption (Col, 1: 15-20; 1 Cor. 
15:25; Heb. 2:5). 

2. Matthew 8: 23-34 is the parallel passage and 
records the healing of two demoniacs. Matthew fre- 
quently deals with pairs, while Mark limits attention 
to the one who was more prominent. 

3. Luke 8: 22-39 is another parallel and adds to the 
picture of the storm. The request of the evil spirits 
was that they should not be. sent into the “abyss,” 
the place of punishment. : 

4.'Matthew 14: 22-33 is another illustration of 
Christ’s power over nature, and while walking on 
the sea ‘he said, “Be of good cheer,” as on other 
occasions (Matt. 9:2; John 16: 33). 

5. Luke 9: 37-43a records oneal case of deliver- 
ance from the power of evil, 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate Topic: Telling the Good News About 
the Prince of Peace. (Memory Verse: Mark 5: 19.) 
The man who had been healed naturally wished to 
remain with his benefactor, for gratitude filled his 
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soul. An African slave girl’ bought by a gentleman | 


and thus saved from a cruel master ran after her de- 
liverer, asking to be his servant, because he had re- 
deemed her. The following points should be noticed: 

1. Fhe Mistake. The people in asking Jesus to go 
really rejected him, preferring, apparently, their 
earthly interests to the spiritual blessing of his 
presence. They were like the men in the parable 
who said, “we will not that this man reign over us” 
(Luke 19:14). 

2' The Mercy. But Christ left a witness there, to 
prove to them, in spite of their rejection, that he was 
both willing and able to bless them. 

3. The Messenger. Thus the man was told to‘go 
home and show by his life and tell by his lips what 
Christ had done for him. Like others, he was to be 
a “herald” (1:4; 3:14). Testimony was needed at 


home where he had been a stranger so long (Luke. 


8:27). Christ has been rejected by the world, but has 
left his people individually and as a community to 
bear witness to his power.and love. Notice that 
Christ told the man to say “what the Lord had done,” 
but the man published “what Jesus had done,” the 
identity being clear. (5) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Meaning of Peace. Notice the threefold 
peace suggested in this lesson: (1) the calm Christ 
possessed in his own heart through confidence in 
God; (2) the calm he created first on the sea, then in 
the hearts of the disciples, and then in the demoniac ; 
(3) the calm he represented in the spiritual) meaning 
of these actions. 

2. The Message of Peace. We need a threefold 
peace (1) in our condition (Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2: 14). 
This comes through forgiveness, whereby we have 
“peace with God.” (2) In our character (Phil. 4:7; 
Col, 3:15). This is “the peace of God,” which comes 
from fellowship with Christ. (3) In our conduct 
(John 14:2; 20: 19-21). This is also “the peace of 
God” as, like our Master, we go forward in obedi- 
ence and service. 

3. The Master. All this peace is from Christ as 
“the Lord of peace” (2 Thess. 3:16). He was 
Master of the sea, of the disciples, and of the de- 
moniac, and in proportion as. we yield ourselves to 
him his peace will be ours. As Dante says, “in his 
will is our peace,” and “perfect peace” comes as the 
result of staying our mind on God and trusting in 
Him (Isa. 26:3). 
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V. The Lesson Outlined 

I. aon Over the Natural World (4: 35-41; Phil. 
4: 4-9). 

2. — Over the Spiritual World (5: 1-20; Isa. 
9: 1-7). 
VI. Leading Questions -° 


What is suggested by Christ’s sleep? 
from other passages. 


What is the point of contrast between fear and 
faith? 

Distinguish between the fear of 4:40 and that of 
4:41, and illustrate from Scripture. 

What is the meaning of “even” in verse 41? 


What proofs can be seen from this and other 
passages that demoniacal possession was distinct 
from ordinary disease? 


What indications are seen of difference of person- 
ality between the man and the demons? 


What three prayers are found in this story? Why 
were two granted and one refused? 


Find passages showing the necessity and impor- 
tance of religion at home. 


Wyc irre CoLiLece, Toronto. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


HERE has never been but one “unsinkable ship.” 

The writer was in Belfast when the “Titanic” 
went down. She was the greatest ship ever built up 
to that time; and she had been built in Belfast. 
Sixteen members of one church, skilled mechan- 
ics, went down with her. The writer! preached 
in that church the first Sunday morning after the 
disaster. He had already, on the day oe Bg prom- 
or to speak at a memorial service in 
Wellesley Hall on the Sunday afternoon. The 
Mayor said that Belfast had never been in such grief. 
He said that on the day (Wednesday) when the cer- 
tain news came that the ship was lost he had seen 
strong men meet, burst into tears, and part without 
word of speech. 

The writer can never forget that meeting. The 
great Wellesley Hall was packed with a complete 
representation of the population of Belfast. On the 
platform were lords, bishops, the leading clergy of 
all denominations. In the audience new-made widows 
and orphans were sobbing. 

The writer spoke from Mark 4: 35-41. They had 
boasted that the “Titanic” was unsinkable. She went 
out into the Atlantic, crashed against an iceberg, and 
went to the bottom. The theme that day was “The 
Unsinkable Ship,”—a frail boat on the sea of Galilee, 
unsinkable because the Master of seas’ was asleep on 
a pillow in the after part of the ship, He still rides 
and commands the billows, and presently He will re- 
turn and the turbulent sea of humanity will hear his 
voice and peace will come—and never, permanentty, 
till then. 


DovucLastTon, Lonc IsLanp, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Partners.—They take him with them (v. 36). 
There is no legitimate journey one of + God’s children 
may take but Jesus will go along if he is asked,—and 
room is made for him. All wrecks in man’s enter- 
prises on the sea of affairs are generally due to the 
fact that there is no room on the craft for the gentle 
and quiet passenger who neither pulls an oar nor 
spreads a sail (Matt. 8: 24-27). The world has no 
greater stupidity than that of the man who goes into 
business and refuses Jesus’ offer to be a_partner 
(Matt, 11: 28-30). That reference is the offer—ask 
any tired business man! If that young firm is blessed 
which has a long-headed and -experienced old “Dad” 
for consultation and direction, what shall we say of 
the firm which has Omniscience towadvise and order 
it? When you are perplexed, when you. come to the 
parting of the ways, when you need work, when or- 
ders are scarce, when trade is bad, when you are “up 
against it,” what do you do? Weill, whatever you do, 
as for myself, like thousands of other business men, I 
have Jesus Christ in our concern, and he is the part- 
ner I never fail to call upon for advice and direc- 
tion, And he has never failed me. In some cases he 
has done the miraculous for us. And not only this, 
but his very presence in the office keeps out all en- 
tanglements. Many things come to all business men 
that Jesus won’t stand for! (1) 


When Troubles Come.—He himself was in the 
stern, asleep on the cushion (v. 38). The disciples 
knew how to handle the boat in ordinary Gennesaret 
gales, so the Master very wisely takes a much-needed 
nap. Down at the works we know how to smelt 
metals, and we know what men to hire and what 
machines to install to fabricate the metals. That is 
our business. What our brains are given us for. It is 
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for us to shovel coal under the boilers 
and keep up steam. We know how to 
keep the accounts, how to buy and how 
to sell, and how to take care of the plant. 
Yes, and the brewery and the distillery 
also do all that, and many of them are 
the most complete and best organized 
manufacturing plants in the land. Re- 
ligion is not needed for the technique. 
Christ’s presence makes no difference 
with the silicon, phosphorus, sulphur, 
and metalloids. 
and the processes go on, Christ or no 
Christ, Ah, but when the tempest of 
misfortune springs down from the hills 
of circumstance, when the hurricane of 
panic overwhelms and disaster threatens, 
it makes all the difference in the world 
then. When the big strong banks close 
‘their doors and the strongest houses 
totter, and business halts and smoke- 
stacks are cold, and good men walk the 
streets jobless and discouraged, what a 
great thing it is to have Jesus at hand 
to deliver his friends ( Matt. 23: 37). 


Why They Got There.—He .. . said 
unto the sea, Peace, be still (v. 39). 
’ This is why it makes all the difference 
in the world whether or not a life has 
Jesus on board. Awful storms come in 
men’s lives, and total ruin andthe grave 
or mad-house are only escaped because 
of the “Peace, be still” spoken by the 
Master. Have you ever looked into the 
family history of the booze business? 
It is said the man reputed to be the 
greatest of the millionaires lives upon 
the same diet as a young child because 
of the terrors of a financial storm. from 
which he was once delivered. If we 
could but have the inside history of all 
our great commercial and professional 
successes it would be one of the most 
illuminating, inspiring, and helpful books 
ever written. The successes come out 
of tempests and by virtue of the “Peace, 
be still” spoken by the Christ on board. 
Is this the reason why in all my search- 
ing I have not been able to find a great 
business of any long standing without a 
Christian man somewhere in the man- 
agement? The great lawyer and_ the 
great doctor can tell you things. Two 
of Philadelphia’s finest Christian lay- 
men and highly successful business men 
were boys in a hall bedroom together. 
They were so “hard up” that it took 
them both to raise one “Sunday suit.” 
If both were invited to a party only one 
could go. George would lend Tom his 
coat and. shoes, or Tom would. lend 
George his hat and breeches. _Wish you 
could see where these Sunday-school 
boys live to-day. Lots of you know 
George, for he is still a great Sunday- 
school man and helps run this paper 
(Isa. 43:2; 1 Tim. 4:8). “(George” 
was the late Dr. George W. Bailey, who 
has gone to be with his Lord since this 
paragraph was written.—THeE Eprror.) 


For One Little Day More.—Why are 
ye fearful? have ye not yet faith (v. 
40.) This lack of faith makes more 
Christians miserable than all things else 
unpleasant that can come into a life. 
The fearful Christian dies many times, 
the faith-full Christian dies but once. 
Look back over the way you have come. 
What have you lacked? Have you not 
been provided for? How often have 
you suffered from hunger and cold? 
Vhen has Jesus ever left you friendless 
and forlorn? When did you ever have 
to say as he had to say, “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” If 
Jesus has been so faithful and true to 
you in aH the many days gone by, say, 
can’t you trust him implicitly for just 
one little day more? “Nothing ever 
seems to worry you,” said a friend to 
Uncle Billy Watson. “I’m like the old 
man you read about,” said Uncle Billy. 
“I’m an old man, and in my time have 
had many troubles, but most of them 
never happened.” All a man who is a 
Christian has to do is to grow like the 
lily. Keep spread out in the sunlight of 
God’s grace, and grow in faith as he 
grows in knowledge and in fellowship 
with Him (Heb. 13: 5, 6; Isa. 26: 31). (2) 

COATESVILLE, PA. 
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Method books you need in Sunday- 
school work are listed in The Sunday 
School Times’ book catalog. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the oonduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses 


chance of 
illustrations on the Golden = 


Let’s Risk It!—Jehovah hath done 
great things for us; whereof we are 
glad (Golden Text). Sophie the Wash- 
erwoman says: “Some people say they 
saw me talking to a wooden Indian out- 
side a cigar store. That may be so; I 
don’t know. My eyesight is poor, but 
that ain’t so bad as being~a wooden 
Christian that never talks for Jesus at 
all. The devil has his people around 
talking, and they ain’t afraid to speak 
to people anywhere; why should we be?” 
—Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, 
Conn, (1) 


Wesiey’s Cow Sermon.—Why are ye 
fearful? have ye not yet faith? (v. 40.) 
Wesley was walking one day with a 
troubled man who expressed his doubt 
of God’s goodness. “I don’t know what 
I shall do with all this worry and trou- 
ble,” he said. At that moment Wesle 
noticed a cow looking over a stone wall. 
“Do you know,” asked Wesley, “why 
that cow is looking over that wall?” 
“No,” replied his troubled companion. 
“T will tell you,” said Wesley—“because 
she cannot see through it. That is what 

ou must do with your wall of trouble— 
ook over it and above it.” Faith enables 
us to look over and above every trouble, 
to God, who is our help.—From the Sun- 
day Circle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wake- 
field, Eng. The prize for this «week is 
awarded to this illustration. (2) 


When the Captain is Silent.—Why 
are ye fearful? have ye not yet faith (v. 
Speaking in London, Dr. A. C. 
ixon said that when the war broke out 
he was on the “Mauretania.” The first 
they knew about it was that one night 
the course of the ship was changed so 
suddenly that some of them were thrown 
out of their berths. The ship plunged 
for six hours in a thick fog. The next 
morning they found themselves in Hali- 
fax harbor, Nova Scotia. . They tried to 
get out of the captain, a strong, silent, 
capable Englishman, what had happened, 
but the more they talked the less he told 
them. They found out afterwards that 
three German cruisers were waiting for 
them on the familiar course. “We,” said 
Dr. Dixon, “can trust our Captain to 
brisig us through. It may be dark at 
times, but one day we shall get out of 
the fog into the harbor, and our Captain 
will explain it all.".—From the. Christian 
gies Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, 
ng. 


While the Devil Fights.—Come forth, 
thou unclean spirit, out of man (v. 8). 
An elderly lady, whose life had been 
spent in God’s service, suffered terribly 
from depression during her last illness® 
Her sense of the presence and love of 
God seemed entirely to have left her; 
she was unable to pray; her faith grew 
feebler and feebler. Her husband, 
greatly distressed, did all in his power 
to comfort and encourage her, but ap- 
parently his efforts were in vain, “The 
devil won’t give her up without a hard 
fight,” remarked his son-in-law. “Neither 
will Jesus Christ,” was the quick reply, 
“and He is stronger than the devil.” 
In the hour of death the faith of this 
life-long servant of God rose triumph- 
ant,- and she passed in joy to her 
eternal rest—From the Sunday at 
ig Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, 

ng, 


When Love May Be Dumb.—Go to 
thy house . .. and tell (v. 19). “A 
dumb love is acceptable only from the 
lower animals.” — From Henry van 
Dyke. Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hart- 
ford, Conn. (3) 


Why the Germans Failed.—And he 
. . . began to publish in Decapolis how 





| great things Jesus had done for him: 


and all men marvelled (v. 20). Good 
old-fashioned religion was heard the 
other day, when General Smuts gave his 
opinion on the battle of the Marne, It 
was at a public dinner, where Smuts 
was the guest of honor. After the 
meal different men were introduced to 
him. One of these, an eager student of 
strategy, thought it an opportunity to 
learn the General’s opinion as to why 
the Germans lost the battle of the 
Marne. When he put the question, 
Smuts replied: “It was God’s doing.” 
Some of the bystanders marvelled, un- 
accustomed to the serious introduction 
of God’s name into after-dinner war 
talk. ‘Smuts turned to them and said 
simply: “There was no military reason 
for the German action. It was a pure 
blunder, God did not mean Paris to 
fall.” A little more of such straight- 
forward testimony to God would be as 
refreshing as it would be valuable.— 
From the Toronto Globe. Sent by Rev. 
J. B. Dengis, Selkirk, Ont. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou knowest that the storm is upon us 
to-day beating upon the inner life and the 
outer life. Even the sunshine does not 
hinder the sweep of the storm that has 
smitten the hearts of men in these days of 
war. The peace that we ask fgm to-day is 
beyond our achieving, because we ask thee 
to give us the quietness of spirit that noth- 
ing can disturb. “Lord Jesus, we do need thy 
strong hand upon our lives to-day to keep 
us steady. Lead us through the otherwise 
bewildering ways of the world’s crisis. 
Speak to us in thine own loving way, we 
pray thee, in the worship and the study in 
which we engage to-day. In thy dear name. 
Amen. , 


After the Lesson.—There are two 
storms in this lesson: one a storm upon 
the sea; another a storm within the soul. 
What was it Jesus said to the sea? Yes; 
and how did the wind and the sea show 
the effect of his words? Yes, there was 
a great calm. And in that other storm 
Jesus found not the sea, but a soul, 
driven by unclean spirits. Then what 
did he say to that spirit whose name 
was Legion? So peace came to the man 
who had been so terribly troubled. 

Since we have a Lord who can bring 
peace to us in any kind of storm, why 
should we not have the peace he offers 
deep down in our hearts? Turn back 
for a moment to the question that he 
asked his disciples in that storm upon 
the sea, “Why are ye fearful? have ye 
not yet faith?” Might not Jesus say to 
some of us to-day, “Haven’t you known 
me long enough to believe that I can 
give you peace? Haven’t you any faith, 
even after all that you have learned 
about me?” 
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Why not rest in him to-day for the 
peace he alone can give? Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“The Lord’s our rock, in him we hide.” 

“* Mastér, the tempest is raging.” 

* God will take care of you.” 

“Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night.” 
“We may not climb the heavenly steeps.” 
*“ All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 

-“ Abide with me.” 

“Does Jesus care?” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other. parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by the United Pres- 
byterian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.) 


Psalm 118 : 20-29 (237). 
Isaiah 1 : 18; 43: 1, 26 (317). 
Psalm gt : 1-16 (182). 

Psalm 119 : 161-168 (252). 
Psalm 4: 1-8 (8). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
ESSON TeacHinc.—Jesus can quiet 
angry waves and angry spirits. 
Notes.—Less than one’ minute’ is re- 
= to read aloud to-day’s Scripture 
or the Primary story. 


In Matthew 8: 23-34; Mark -4:35 to- 


5:20; and Luke 8: 22-39 the: “stilling of 
the storm” precedes the’ stilling of the 
angry spirit in the crazy man whom 
Jesus healed. Both -stories--betong to- 
gether. Read parallel accounts. 


Before the Lesson—At Lake’ Geneva, 
Wisconsin, there used ‘to be a little 
steamboat which distributed morning 
newspapers to the homes around the 
lake. Sometimes it carried passengers 
to see the sun rise over the hits, 

One morning seven passengers besides 
the crew started at five o’clock. Instead 
of growing lighter, dark cloucs spread 
rapidly, lightning . flashed, thunders 
crashed, the wind blew, and rain fell in 
torrents. There was no cabin, so every- 
body was soon wet through. The boat 
leaned far to one side, the captain 
steered straight ahead, trying to reach 
a landing place, and he kept his whistle 
blowing. -In half an hour he heard a 
signal which told him that a landing- 
place was near. Everybody felt thank- 
ful to get out of that Siat Some were 
afraid to go back in it, 

It was wonderful how quickly that 
storm died down. Soon the sun shone, 
there was a lovely rainbow, and the 
waves were not dangerous. The sky 
was soon blue. Some papers were de- 
livered on the way back, and the pas- 
sengers, though very wet, were in time 
for breakfast. 

Lake Geneva, surrounded by hills, is 
something like the sea of Galilee, where 
Jesus and his disciples loved to be. 


Review.—On the shore or -from a 
boat on Galilee Jesus often taught the 
people by stories, called parables, Re- 
call the stories of sowing the seed and 
growing; recall the memory verses; and 
sing appropriate songs. We learned that 
nothing can grow unless it has” life. 
Who is the giver of life to plants, in- 
sects, birds, fishes, animals, and people? 
How did Jesus grow? How may we 
grow? 


Lesson Story.—As Jesus talked, sev- 
eral other boats came close to his boat 
to hear the stories. It was toward 
evening and time for the listeners to go 
home. Jesus said to his disciples, Let 
us ride over to the other side. These 
are the disciples who went with Jesus: 
“ Peter and Andrew, James and John, 

Fishermen of Capernaum, 

Thomas and St. Matthew, too, 

Philip and Bartholomew, 

James the Less, and Jude the Brave, 

Simon the zealous, and Judas the knave.” 


After the boat started, Jesus felt 
tired from talking so long, so he rested 
on a cushion at the stern of the boat 
and soon fell asleep, 

Four of the disciples were fishermen, 
who knew the sea of Galilee in all kinds 
of weather. This evening such a terri- 
ble storm came up suddenly that even 
the fishermen were afraid. (Finish the 
story and sing as a solo a verse of the 
Gospel Hymn, The winds and _ the 
waves shal ahiey thy will, Peace! be 
still!) Jesus knew the Bible verse, 
What time I am afraid, I will put my 
trust in thee (Psa. 56:3). Let the 
children sing: 
“How strong and sweet my Father’s care, 

That round about me like the air, 

Is with me always, everywhere. 

He cares for me.” 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 28 
_ cents.) 


When the storm cleared away they 
were perhaps seven miles across the sea 
near a rocky shore ready to land safely. 

‘After the Story—Marjorie was a lit- 
tle girl who had tantrums. If she could 
not have her way she kicked and 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 3 (Mark 4 : 35 tos : 20) 


screamed and threw herself on the floor 
and acted dreadfully. She was a trial 
to everybody, She really felt ashamed 
when she got over her tantrum. She 
thought she couldn’t help it, but mother 
helped her to learn that the ‘loving, quiet 
spirit of Jesus could help her if she 
stopped and prayed as soon as she felt 
the angry spirit in her heart. Mar- 
jorie did ask Jesus to help her, and be- 
fore long she was cured of tantrums. 


Expression—Pray with the children 
that Jesus will help them not to lose 
their temper, even once, during the 
week. 


Peoria, Ix. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Two ‘stories (Mark 4: 35-41 and 5: 
1: 20) told by the two girls appointed 
to do this. 

2. Gather into outline for board or 
note-books what they reveal about the 
Prince of Peace and the Peace He 
Brings. 











ONCENTRATE attention for the 
lesson by asking all to read with you 
the wall text (John 1:29) which was 


prepared with the first lesson of. this | 
year. We have to-day two word pictures | 


beautifully illustrative of that wonder- 
ful text. They are to be told to us 
by and , who have agreed 





to tell them to us as if we had never. 


heard them before. Let us listen for 
the new truth there is in them for us 
as if we, like Hindoo girls for instance, 
were hungry for every new word about 
Jesus Christ. “Bringing peace” is the 
title of both stories, but the first one is 


. “Through Nature.” 


[The sketch which follows is merely 


‘ suggestive of what such a Bible story 


may be, though it should in. nowise be 
memorized. Encourage _ reverent; orig- 


' inality’ in. all ‘ways with young Bible 


students, praying with them, for the con- 
stant guidance of the Spirit in their 
work, “ Your girls will soon learn 


_to love this Bible story-telling, and you 
will’ soon ‘learn to listen for an occa- | 
‘sional bit of Divinely guided insight or | 
sweet interpretation which will delight | 
your heart. And you will be preparing: 


some future teachers for children, work 
which ought to be just ahead for many 
‘of them. But don’t tell them this, until 
they are thoroughly interested. ] 


“Let us go to the other side,” ‘said the | 


Teacher to his little band of friends and 
helpers, at: the close of one busy: day’s 
work, . They read the sheer weariness in 


* his strong young face, heard the appeal 


in the tired’ voice, usually so vibrant 


‘ with enthusiasm, perhaps noted a little 


gesture of longing across the little blue 
lake, sparkling in the sunset lights. So 
they immediately put out from shore in 
their boat to cross to the eastern side of 
Lake Galilee, knowing that only so could 
they escape the insistent throngs ° of 
heart-hungry people who hung tirelessly 
on his every word everywhere he went. 

Perhaps they rather feared the omi- 
nous signs in the very vividness of the 
sunset sky, but they were experienced 
fishermen all, who know every whim of 
both weather and water, so they hoped 
to make the seven miles across both 
quickly and safely. So tired was he 
with the strain of the day’s teaching and 
the great heat of the sun, and so sweet 
and restful were the fresh breezes over 
the sparkling water as it gently lapped 
the sides of the little boat, that when 
the men looked about he was sleeping 
soundly on the cushion in the stern of 
the boat, as peaceful as a tired child in 
his father’s arms. 

But the fresh little breezes were fast 
becoming rough little winds, the little 
lapping waves were growing rough with 
the boat, the vivid sunset clouds were 
darkening ominously. None knew better 
than these Galilean fishermen the fearful 
violence of the sudden storms this ex- 
quisite little body of cool water was 
subject to in this valley of hot sunshine. 
Hardly was the danger recognized, than 
realized, and the fury of the storm was 


upon them, tossing the boat like a paper 
box on the angry waves. 

Still he slept on. Was he unconscious 
of the imminent danger? Did he not 
care if they perished? They dimly real- 
ized his power, longed to have his com- 
pelling calmness with them in_ this 
frightful need,—at least his sympathetic 
recognition of it. When they could no 
longer bear the suspense. alone they 
touched him quickly, calling above the 
tumult of the storm, “Teacher! carest 
thou not that we perish ?” for perish 
they were sure they would now. 

Instantly awake and aware of their 
need and their terror, though as calm 
as they were frightened, he quietly 
spoke to the rioting winds and waves, 
“Peace, be still.” The great calm which 
followed terrified these men even more 
than the storm had done, for one they 
were sadly familiar with, the other was 
of another world entirely. 

. How their hearts must have rebuked 
them. as he said to them, “Why are ye 
fearful? Have ye not yet faith?” Well 


they knew the answer to the question of 


their own astounded hearts, “Who then 
is this?” 

When the second story has been told, 
“Peace to Human Nature,” or “What 
Happened on the Other Side,” gather 
your outline under two headings: 

1. The Prince of Peace; 2. The Peace 
He Brings. 

In our first story we saw him com- 
manding nature so quietly, so confi- 
dently, that we are convinced he is no 
less than the Maker of it. Yet he was 
so entirely human that he needed sleep 
and rest as really as you and I do, so we 
can be sure that he understands our 
need of physical peace and can com- 
mand it for us in instant answer to our 
call.. In our second story we see him 
recognized as the very Son of God by 
the demons themselves, and releasing 
man from their power at his first. ap- 
peal, and meeting that man’s pathetic 
need in fullest, kindest way. | But we 
also see him inspiring terror, so that his 
very disciples were afraid of him, .and 
the Geraséenes ‘implored him to ‘leave 
theit country, In one story’ we see him 
preventing a destruction by nature; ‘in 
the other we see him destroying animal 
nature; both in man’s service. 

If your class, or Intermediate De- 
partment, enjoys a separate room close 
this lesson with the quiet singing of one 
‘verse of 





_.. “Jesus, Saviour, pilot me, 
Over life’s tempestuous sea,” 


Or at least you may read in concert 
that beautiful ascription of praise to the 
Maker of all nature in Psalm. 147. 
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Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 5: 21-43 


All read carefully Mark 5: 21-43, and 
then next Sunday we shall call for a 
volunteer to tell this story, second only 
to one other in the Gospel in interest 
to girls, perhaps, Call attention to the 
break in the main story, in verses 25-. 
34, which the story-teller will of course 
omit. 

Ask every girl to be prepared to give 
her own chosen title to this story, usu- 
ally called “The Raising of Jairus’ 
Daughter.” 

ATLANTA, GA. 


4 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Speaking of a crazy man in a ceme- 
tery got attention. 

A homemade map showed the place. 

Main truths: Christ has power over 
Satan; prohibition helps business; Chris- 
tian living counts most at home. 

Illustrations: Facts from Major 
Blethen and Governor Alexander. 


















66 HAT. would you do,” asked 

teacher, “if you were going by the 
cemetery and a crazy man ran out at 
you?” 

“Run for my life,” answered Fatty. 

“Get a club and knock him down,” 
declared Bulldog Jones. 

Then teacher said that was about what 
happened to Jesus one day, only in- 
stead of being just plain crazy this man 
was full of devils, but Jesus didn’t knock 
him down nor run away. 

Carl had drawn a’map showing which 

direction - Jesus and his disciples were 
sailing when the storm struck them and 
Jesus made it stop.’ Then teacher had 
me.read the verses that described this 
poor fellow : who came.out to meet 
esus. My, but he was batty; lived in 
he graveyard, busted every handcuff 
the sheriff put on him; tried to kill him- 
sélf over : and ‘over,..and howled all 
night. Mother says she doesn’t know 
whether to be more sorry: for him or 
for the people who lived near there. 
I'll. bet the. little kids covered up their 
heads -at night -when they heard him 
screaming out there in the dark. (1). 

Jesus saw right. away that this poor 
fellow was possessed of the devil, and 
when ‘the ordered that devil to get out, 
he found. that there was a: whole army 
of them. That’s what legion means. 
Old Satan was using this man as a 


+ The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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camouflage for his forces so they could 
oppose Jesus when he came along. But 
it didn’t work. Jesus had them scared 
stiff and begging for mercy right at the 
start. Jesus can beat the devil every 
time if we only let him (1 John 3:8). 

Bumps had to tell why the devils 
wanted to go into the hogs. He said 
they must have taken the hogs for a 
rear*line trench and wanted to retreat 
there for safety first. Teacher thought 
that might be it, but said it shows what 
kind of taste a devil has. (2) 

Bulldog’s question came next: “Why 
did the hogs rush into the sea?” He 
said he guessed they’d rather be dead 
than possessed of the devil, and so com- 
mitted suicide. Teacher didn’t know 
about that, but said Satan has certainly 
caused many a suicide among men. The 
whole liquor business, for one thing, is 
Satan’s work, and no one knows the 
number of suicides, murders, sudden 
deaths, and cases of insanity it has 
caused. Father says, “Thank God the 
legion of saloons is going to be cast out 
of our country before long, and drunk- 
ards will sit clothed and in their right 
minds.” 

Fred told how the hog raisers came 
hurrying out from town to see what had 
happened. When they saw the pos- 
sessed man cured they were afraid, but 
when they noticed all their dead hogs 
floating in the sea they were mad and 
begged Jesus to leave before he did any 
more damage. 

“In other words,” said teacher, “they 
were opposed to prohibition of devils 
for fear it would hurt business.” We 
all grinned, for we had heard that very 
argument just last week used against 
prohibiting the liquor traffic. I guess 
there are some Gadarenes in Indiana 
now who woul@ rather see men cursed 
by the demon of drink than to give up 
any of their profits. Father says if you 
will investigate the men who are against 
prohibition you will find that almost 
every one of them is making money out 
of it in some way. From the owner of 
the, building. to the ice wagon . driver, 
they are afraid they will lose their 
drove of dollars. ‘But Father says that’s 
where they are fooled. He ‘was réad- 
ing just the other night where Major C. 
B. Blethen, former mayor of Seattle, 
who fought prohibition in his paper, the 
Times, made an _ investigation and 
learned that every grocery’ in Seattle 
had a greater increase in business the 
first month of prohibition than in any 
month of the city’s history. And he 
told us about Governor Alexander, of 
Idaho, who buys store buildings ‘and 
other things whose owners are afraid 
of prohibition, and then after the town 
goes dry he sells them again at a 
profit. (3) 

Bert came last. He told how the 
healed man wanted to go with Jesus, but 
Jesus told him to go home and tell his 
own folks about his salvation. Teacher 
thinks that’s where we can all do the 
most for Christ, right at home. Most 
anybody can put on company manners 
among strangers, but to be sweet and 
helpful and unselfish all the time at 
home, that takes a real Christian, and 
shows that Christ really does have 
power to change our hearts. 

Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 5: 21-43 

How did Jairus know anything about 
Jesus? 

What good turn did Jesus do on the 
way? 

What did the servants think of Jesus’ 
power? (v. 35.) 

What did Jesus mean by sleepeth? 
(v. 39.) 

Why did Jesus put the crowd out? 

Why does not God raise the dead 
now? 

Terre Haute, INp. 


There is a value that lasts for twelve 
months in the 1918 Bible Success Band 
Booklet, which helps one to memorize a 
Bible verse daily. It may be ordered 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 15 cents each; 12 cents each with 
an order for ten or more. 
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[ Children at Home 





Winter Trails 


By Gurdon Trumbull Scoville 
(Thirteen years old) 


HERE are tracks coming out of that 

brier patch. They look like four 
holes in the snow. Two of the holes are 
far-apart and two are near-apart, The 
far-apart ones are the prints of a rab- 
bit’s hind feet, and show the direction 
in which he is going. It hardly seems 
possible, but the hind feet of a rabbit 
when he jumps strike beyond his fore- 
feet. 

Following this is another series of 
tiny paw prints connected by lines. It 
is the fatal trail of the “White Death,” 
the weasel in his winter coat. The lines 
between the fore and hind paw-marks 
are made by the leaping belly of the 
little runner as he springs along close 
to the ground. 

Suddenly the tracks of the rabbit grow 
farther and farther apart, and the near- 
apart ones make a straight line instead 
of showing side by side. The rabbit has 
sensed the woods | on his trail and al- 
most at once goes into a panic. He runs 
in great circles. These get smaller and 
smaller until the rabbit stops tired to 
his death and waits trembling. The 
stained snow marks the end of the trail. 

Beyond the rabbit tracks is a groove 
running through the snow, with tiny 
paw-prints scattered through it. It is 
the trail of the blarina shrew, which may 
be called the Blind Death. This tiny 
creature is the fiercest animal in North 
America and eats every day twice its 
weight in flesh. 

Near by a_ white-breasted nuthatch 
runs up and down a tree, and a down 
woodpecker is trying to get his lunc 
in the maple. A solitary crow flaps 
across the sky, and on a dead stub sits 
a hawk with a light breast and black 
tips to the under sides of its wings, It 
is the broad-winged hawk, friend of the 
farmer and a foe to many small, harmful 
animals. Suddenly it drops to the 
meadow below and sails away with 
something in its claws. 

On the way home in the twilight 
sounds the quavering, mournful cry of 
the screech owl. It seems to come from 
a long way off, but the owl is really 
right overhead. It glides away silently 
and suddenly swoops down to the grass. 
There is the frightened squeak of a 
meadow mouse and the owl melts into 
the darkness. 


HaAverrorp, Pa. 
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When Congress Launched 
National Prohibition 
( Continued from page 95) 


‘| held off for a week to feel the pulse of 


the American people, and when there 
was no protest, it was accepted, and the 
precedent was established.” Dr. Crafts 
believes in the mail box. “The mail of 
the President ought to be so great as to 
fill a big dray,” he declared. 

I called upon the Legislative -Super- 
intendent of the Anti-Saloon League. 
“We feel,” said Mr. Edwin C. Dinwid- 
die, “that General Pershing’s order is 
unwarranted and contrary to the spirit 
of the law, and in one point at least in 
variance with the letter of the law. That 
instead of countenancing the use of any 
form of liquor it should be the effort of 
the Army to discourage its use and put 
temptation in any form away from the 
soldiers.” 

The War Department soon announced 
this to be the purpose of General Persh- 
ing’s order. But since the alcoholic con- 
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tent of a pint of the so-called “light na- 
tive wines” referred to by the War De- 
partment is equal to that in six ordi- 
ney drinks of whiskey, and has been 
declared by General Golliane, Dr. ke- 
grain, General Muletarre, and others to 
contribute to serious drunkenness in the 
French army, the public mind should not 
be lulled into a sense of security until 
General Pershing issues a bone-dry pro- 
hibition order as the only “possible way” 
to fulfil his desire to discourag. the use 
even of these, 

The self-same purpose_which swept 
the United States into the war has now 
forced her to project the Prohibition 
drive across the sea. The fight for pro- 
hibition abroad has become our fight. 
For so long as the public house exists in 
the United Kingdom our sacrifice of 
food is futile; and while the wine café 
flourishes in France, the soldiers we 
send abroad are handicapped in the 
struggle to make the world safe for 
democracy. 


Cuicaco, ILL. 





Your Temperance Questions Answered 


L 


By Margaret Wintringer, 


Secretary of the National Good 
Citizen Movement 


J 





Some of the young men in my class be- 
long to the second draft. How can I influ- 
ence them to abstain from drink in the new 
life they are soon to enter? 

HOPE I do not speak too strongly 

when I issue the warning that no 
Sunday-school: has done its full duty, 
and that the Sunday-school teacher is 
culpable, if its young men are permitted 
to go to the Front without being forti- 
fied against temptation through the 
signing of a total abstinence pledge. I 
believe the times demand a_ uniform 
triple pledge—of loyalty to church ob- 
ligations, total abstinence, and a clean 
You know your boys. Why not 
draft such a pledge, present it to them, 
and ask each young man to sign twice, 
the duplicate pledge to be kept by the 
Sunday-school and inserted in the Roll 
of Honor which we are now hanging on 
our Sunday-school walls, of members 
who have joined the colors? 





Please give me a present-day application 
of the lesson. 


VERY drunkard converted to Christ 
is an illustration of the power. of 


Christ to drive out the demon Appetite, 
and I believe that we do not sufficiently 


| exalt the “Christ Cure” for drunkenness. 


A wonderful story was told me by a 
minister in the Middle West, who some 
years ago went to Chicago-to take the 
husband of one of his parishioners to 
a well-known cure for drunkenness, In 
order to study the cure the clergyman 
remained for a few days as a guest of 
the institution. 

One evening while in the superinten- 
dent’s private office, the superintendent 
‘was called by phone. Before leaving, 
the doctor asked.the minister to remain 
in the office during his absence, since he 
was unable to find any of his office 
force. The minister consented. Shortly 
after the superintendent’s departure a 
patient entered the room and remained 
to await the doctor’s return. The min- 
ister tried to engage the man in con- 
versation, but he maintained a sullen 
silence. The minister took up the even- 
ing paper and was soon absorbed in its 
news, when suddenly he was disturbed 
by a strange noise. Looking up he saw 


he was in the presence of a maniac. It 
was the other occupant of the room. | 
“I tell you I must have drink,” said 


the man, : 

The minister attempted to divert the 
man’s attention, but he advanced threat- 
eningly toward him. “You must give 
me drink,” he said. “If you refuse, I 
will choke you by the neck till you are 
dead.” 

The man was of powerful physique, 
and my friend a -slender and delicate 
man. Lifting his heart to God for 
guidance, the minister looked unflinch- 
ingly but tenderly into the face of the 





crazed creature, until the man paled, 
cowered, and then sinking into a chair, 
burst into tears. “Oh, I was crazed for 
drink,” he sobbed. “I would have given 
my soul for drink. Yes,—if I had had 
ten souls I would have sold them all into 
hell for just one glass of whiskey.” 

When the superintendent came back, 
foreseeing a return of the frenzy, he 
ordered the man to be locked into a 
padded cell for the night. 

“His case is hopeless,” said the doctor. 
“Every effort has failed, and to-morrow 
he leaves here a hopeless case.” 

Several years later the minister re- 
turned to Chicago, and on State Street 
met the superintendent, who invited him 
to attend a Gospel meeting to be held at 
the “Cure” that night. “You will see 
something akin to a miracle,” said the 
doctor. 

The invitation was accepted, and 
when the minister entered he found the 
little auditorium filled with men—the 
patients of the institution, except the 
front row of chairs, which were occu- 
pied by children, and on the platform, 
with the open Bible in his hand, he rec- 
ognized the former incurable drunkard. 

The minister stopped a moment to 
speak to a little girl of twelve who 
seemed to be the leader of the band of 
children, “Are you not young to be in 
such a place as this?” 

Oh, no, sir,” said the little girl, “we 
are the West Side Loyal Temperance 
Legion. We came here to sing our tem- 
perance songs, and often we pray for 
the men, that Christ will save them.” 

While the children were singing the 
minister asked the former hopeless 
drunkard, “To what do you owe your 
cure?” 

He acknowledged to me that he ex- 
pected the man to attribute the change 
to the well-advertised “Cure,” but to his 
surprise the man left the platform and 
stood with the children. With his hand 
on the little L. T. L. leader’s head, he 
said: 

“I owe my cure to these children and 
to the children’s Christ. When I- was 
discharged from this institution as an 
incurable patient, I went out vowing I 
would go to perdition. So I entered the 
first saloon. But the children’s Christ 
went with me. As I crossed the thresh- 
old, I seemed to hear their song, 
“Saloons Must Go.” I pushed my way 
to the bar, all the while seeming to hear 
the children’s voices. 

“Where there’s drink, there’s danger,” 
sang the children. With an oath I 
pushed the glass to my lips, and as I 
did so I heard them singing, “We turn 
our glasses upside down.” 

And ere the cursed stuff touched my 
lips, I seemed to see the kneeling form 
of this little L, T. L. president and to 
hear her sweet childish voice praying, 
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“Dear Christ, help this man,” and -to the 
astonishment of the bartender and the 
other habitues of the saloon, I ‘ust knelt 
on the sawdust-cpvered floor of that vile 
place, and prayed to the children’s 
Christ to help me. Then and there He 
cast out the demon of-appetite, and I 
walked out a free man.” 

In the ge of Paul, “time would 
fail” to tell of those who “through 
faith” obtained promises, and out of 
weakness were made strong. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 





By Robert E. Speer 





March 10. Making the Most of Ourselves. 
Eph, 4: 11-16. 

March 17. The Art of Living with Others. 
1 Pet. 3: 8-16. 

March 24. Remedies for Intemperance. 
5 : 15-21. 

March 31. Lessons from the Risen Christ’s 
Forty Days. John 21: 10-17. (Easter 
meeting.) 


Eph. 





Sunday, March 3 


Christian Duty and Privilege. 3. Prayer 
(John 14: 12-17) 


(Consecration meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Private prayer (Dan. 6 : 4-10). 
Tues.—The model prayer (Matt. 6: 


5-15). 
Wed.—Prayer of faith (Jas. 5 : 12-20). 
Thurs.—Faith in prayer (Mark 11 : 20-26). 
Fri.—United prayer (Matt. 18 : 19, 20). 
Sat.—The praying man’s aid (Rom. 8: 
22-28). - 











What are our habits of prayer? 
What help is there in prayer? 
How can we learn to pray aright? 


MAN does not begin to know himself 

until he prays. This is the reason 
the average man stumbles along unac- 
quainted with his own real character. 
“He has an ideal,” says Donald Hankey, 
“but it is other people rather than him- 
self that he judges by the standard of 
that ideal. Himself he does not judge— 
chiefly because he has never learned to 
pray.” 

Prayer is the greatest of all illumi- 
nants, It reveals things otherwise hid- 
den in the dark. It is as a light in a 
shadowed place. 


Prayer shows a man his sins and his 
failures, because it brings him con- 
sciously into the presence of God. If a 
man prays “Search me, O God, and 
know my heart,” his prayer will be an- 
swered. There will be such a searching 
as he never knew before, and he will see 
something of what God sees in him. 
“Temper the light, O Lord,” he is likely 
to cry, “help me to set straight those 
things which thou hast already shown 
me before I am shown any more.” 


We are never lonely when we have 
once learned to pray, We have a friend. 
Even “TIronquill,” who was not sure that 
he had such a friend, understood what 
it was that others had. 


ye 
“In a very humble cot, 
In a rather quiet spot, 
In the suds and in the soap, 
Worked a woman full of hope; 
Working, singing, all alone, 
In a sort of undertone, 
‘With a Saviour for a friend, 
He will keep me to the end.’ 


“Just a trifle lonesome she, 
Just as poor as poor could be, 
But her spirits always rose, 
Like the bubbles in the clothes, 
And though widowed and alone, 
Cheered her with the monotone 
Of a Saviour and a friend 
Who would keep her to the end.” 
we 
There *is an infinity of recovering 
power available for all who pray. They 
fail or they discover for the first time 
where they have been failing. What 
happens? They do not sink down upon 
their failures and weaken themselves in 





their weakness. They rest on_ God. 
































“LESSON FOR MARCH 3 (Mark 4: 35 tos : 20) 





Was man “created” or “evolved” 79 
emia s 
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And from God come pouring forth into 
their lives the tides of new life and joy. 

Prayer is the opening up of gates 
through which torrents flow. There are 
torrents which flow in (John 7: 37); 
and there are torrents which flow out 


h : 
(John 7: 38) . 


If we need an antidote to pride and 
self-sufficiency we can find it in prayer. 
What is the greatest of men in compari- 
son with God? How poor our wealth 
and how foolish our wisdom when set 
in the light of God’s greatness! When 
we stand before him we are set.in our 
proper place and dimension. And yet, 
strangely enough, though we are hum- 
bled, we are not humiliated. For God 
is our Father, and we dare talk with 
Him, and all that he has is our own. 
There is nothing which so dignifies and 
ennobles life as prayer, 

“He who wakes and fails to pray 
Makes swe nights of every day.” 
se 

The joy of prayer is that it can be 
done ariywhere and at any time. No 
altar is needed, no robé, no book. There 
is a place for altar and robe and book, 
and there can be prayer at that place, 
but also there can be prayer anywhere— 
in the trench, on the sea, at one’s work, 
in one’s play. Where a man is he can 
pray. 


se 
Prayer doubles all our joys and halves 
our sorrows. Indeed it is a_ better 


mathematician than this, It makes joy 
infinite and it dissolves sorrow, in peace. 

The best and the most frequent of all 
our prayers should be the prayer of 
Christ, “I thank Thee, Father.” 


“I do not ask for earthly store 
Beyond a day’s supply; 
I only covet more and more 
The clear and single eye, 
To see my duty face to face, 
And trust the Lord for daily grace.” 


New York Ciry. 
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Three Things That the Tem- 
perance Forces Plead For 


O THE end that “the prohibition of 

liquor selling to soldiers should be 
extended to all, since it is not the Army 
only but the nation that is at war,” the 
twenty-five national organizations that 
officially constitute the National Tem- 
perance Legislative Conference, on Jan- 
uary 25, 1918, unanimously adopted a 
war program of three articles, substan- 
tially as follows: 

1. The peopie are asked to continue 
and intensify théir courteous but in- 
sistent appeals to the President, through 
Herbert Hoover, H. A. Garfi eld, Hon. 
W. G. McAdoo, and the Secretary of 
War, for the conservation of food, fuel, 
transportation space, and man-power 
wasted through drink, that we may win 
the war. 

2. As the President has no power to 
forbid “sale” of liquors on hand to 
others than our fighting forces (except 
that he can commandeer all distilled 
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liquors to provide munition alcohol by 
redistillation or’ to prevent future use 
of foodstuffs for making munition 
alcohol) the people are asked to make 
known to Congress by petitions to both 
houses of Congress, in care of their own 
Senators and Representatives, and by 
telegrams and letters to them, the earn- 


| est desire of good citizens generally that 
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a law shall be enacted to forbid the 
“sale” of all intoxicating drinks during 
the war and “demobilization.” 

3. The people are also asked to appeal 
to the Secretary of War to secure 
action by British and French authori- 
ties forbidding their people to sell or 
give wine or beer or any other intoxi- 
cant to our soldiers. 
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Shall America Be Less Dry Than 
Germany ?—Do our people know that 
while Germany has prohibited both the 
manufacture and sale of all distilled 
liquors, and has cut down manufacture 
of beer to 2% percent of pre-war pro- 
duction, and closed 330,000 retail drink 
shops, the consumption of beer in France 
has so increased that revenue from it for 
ten months of 1917 was 6,786,000 francs 
more than for the same months-of 1916? 
Have we forgotten the saying of the 
German Emperor that the nation that 
drinks the least alcohol will win the 
war? That nation to-day is Germany, 
with Austria a close second.—-Wilbur F. 
Crafts, in International Reform Bureau’s 
Bulletin. 


How Drunkenness is Decreasing in 
Washington.—The District of Colum- 
bia is now joining the chorus of the 
other states in telling of the decline in 
drunkenness after saloons were closed. 
On the night of December 13, a little 
over a month after the law went into 
effect, not a single case of drunkenness 
was reported by the police department. 
This was the first time, as far back as 
any police or government official can re- 
call; when no arrests for this cause were 
entered on the daily records. For the 
whole month of November, 1917, there 
were 639 fewer arrests for drunk- 
enness than for the same month in 
1916, and arrests for other causes also 
greatly decreased. Those for assaults, 
for disorderly conduct, for carrying 
concealed weapons, all decreased about 
one-half 


Has Beer Brutalized a Whole Nation? 
—Passages in former Ambassador Ge- 
rard’s book on his experiences in Ger- 
many go to confirm other testimony on 
the brutalizing effects of beer. One of 
the first to bring this to public atten- 
tion was Dr. August Forel, the noted 
brain specialist, now over seventy years 
of age, who has witnessed during his 
long life a great increase in beer-drink- 
ing since, the development of modern 
transportation, Twenty years ago he 
declared that German students were 
losing their idealism through heavy 
beer-drinking. Now Mr. Gerard cites a 
number of doctors who say that wine- 
and beer-drinking has had an unfavor- 
able effect upon the German national 
character, making the people irritable 
and aggressive. Professor Daly of 
Harvard has expressed similar views in 
Munsey’s Magazine, attributing the 
“amazing brutality of official Germany” 
to lifelong beer-drinking. Derangement 
of brain tissue, caused by habitual con- 
tact with alcohol from childhood, he de- 
clares, leads to nervous disorders which 
under stress manifest themselves in bad 
temper, poor judgment, and loss of the 
sense of human fellowship. 


Choosing Between Bread and Beer.— 
The time is swiftly coming when the na- 
tions will be obliged to choose between 
bread and beer. Reports from Berlin 
state that the amount of malt that can be 
used the coming year for brewing in 
North Germany has now been reduced 
to only 10 percent of that used in peace 
time; for Bavaria, it is 15 percent. The 
food situation of the Allies is so crit- 
ical that this country, in addition to 
sending all its surplus wheat must send 
90,000,000 bushels more; which our peo- 
ple will have to make up by economiz- 
ing on their usual consumption. 
British statesman in urging still greater 
economy upon his countrymen is re- 
ported to have said (The Pioneer, De- 








cember 21, 1917) that if 8,000,000 fam- 
ilies would save four ounces of bread a 
day, it would mean a saving of 180,000,- 
000 four-pound loaves in a year. But 
during the next few months there will 
be malted for beer in England enough 
barley to save 224,000,000 four-pound 
loaves of bread, besides 60,000 tons of 
sugar. If brewing is continued in the 
United States even on a scale 30 percent 
lower than last year, there will be used 
an amount of barley equal to the nor- 
mal bread ration of over 6,000,000 peo- 
ple for a year.—The Scientific Temper- 
ance Journal, January, 1918. 


Why Mothers Do Night Work.—The 
University of Chicago settlement has 
made an _ investigation of forty-six 
mothers who have been doing night 
work in packing houses, putting up food 
for our armies and those of the Allies. 
All but four of these women had chil- 
dren under school age, so that after they 
returned from their all-night work, got 
their husbands’ breakfasts and saw the 
older children off to school, they still 
had the younger children to care for 
during the day, which made adequate 
sleep impossible. The reason why these 
women did night work were learned, 
and classified under four heads. One 
cause was the drinking husband, -The 
average wage of the men was twelve to 
fifteen dollars a week,-and when a con- 
siderable part of this went for drink, 
or when drinking habits resulted in un- 
employment, the wife was forced to take 
up the ruinous double work and loss of 
sleep. Sickness of the husband, and 
bills incurred for sickness were two 
other causes in which closer investiga- 
tion might have revealed a drinking 
factor. Insufficient earnings of the 
husband were given as the fourth of 
the chief causes. 
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[By J. D. Smith] 


“Let us pass over to the other side."’—Mark 4: 35. 


HE words were His! The Master's! He had 
spoken! 
“Let us pass over to the other side.” 
And so, they hoisted sail,—let go the shore-line, 


And out upon the deep their craft did glide.- 
Then night came down, and with it came a tem- 


pest, 
And fierce and wild the angry billows swept ; 
Their boat began to fill; they grew distracted, 
And cried aloud to Him, who strangely slept. 
* * * 
Perhaps their hearts had missed the hidden mean- 
ing, 
The wondrous import of that little word,— 
The link connecting them in such a union, 
The “ Us,”—uniting servants with their Lord. 


*Twas not their anguished cry ensured their safety ; 
(That “Us” of His had made them quite 


secure) ; 
It brought relief, ‘tis true, but ah, what tribute 
They lost that night, through failing to endure. 
* * * 


Then, may we always count on perfect safety, 
Though fiercest tempests round us rage and 
roar ? 
Will life’s frail barque be sure to reach all safely 
Whate’er may be for us the “farther shore” ? 


Ah, soul, if thou art His, then this the answer: 
If thou dost only move at his clear will, 
When He says “Let Us cross’ thou mayest trust 


Him ; 
Yea, trust his love, his wisdom and his skill. 
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EASTER SUPPLIES 


EASTER CATALOGUE of Post Cards, Book- 
lets, Novelties, Cards, and Sunday School Supplies 
—sent FREE upon request. 


Easter Post Card 


Packet of 20 for 30 cts.; packet of 100 
Exquisite assortment of unusual de- 
signs in beautiful color tints on high-grade pebbled 

stock. Easter sentiment in colors. 
(Silk Cord 


Souvenirs for Easter “ Hangers) 


$1.00 per too. Exquisitely colored designs with 
texts in blocked silver letters on rich enameled 
card and with silk cord for hanging. 


Class Maps (16x24 inches) 
Including case and six charts, prepaid, $3.50. Per 
single map, tinned top and bottom, postpaid, 60c. 


MacCalla& Co.,Inc.,249 Deck S*. 


SC SFREE 
HALL- MACK CO 
>MU 


To Pastors, Superintendents, or Committees 
For 10 cents 7 new complete services will be sent 


any one 
PRIMARY EASTER SONGS No. 1. Price 


Send 10 cents for this book of 16 B,, 
pay = gaaes Department. 
EASTER 4) tnd No. 4. Exercises, Recitations, 


rills. .15 cen 
New. Son Story “is cents. TH GAPTAIN OF 
by Yale and Gei 


Free bb Anthems, Returnadle rit. orapny- 
thing else supplied upon receipt of request. 


Hall-Mack Co. ) 1018-20 Arch Street, Phila., Pa. 
Adam Geibel Co. J 339S.Wabash,Chicago(Agency) 


ASTER IS EARL 


We have 2 new services, 2 new 
Folders of Songs for Beginners and 
Primary children, song stories, oc- 
tavo anthems, Choir cantatas, etc., of our own 
publication, -and in addition furnish anything 
ublished by others. Send to us for samples. 
ou will like our quick, courteous service. 
THE HEIDELBERG PRESS Evtichess of music for 
ose who discriminate 
Fifteenth and Race ‘Streets, Philadelphia, Penna. 


SFREE Sample(opies 


(EASTER ‘SERVICES 


SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 


BENTLEY D. ACKLEY, Publisher 
1020 Arch Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 





























bres to acquaint the thousands who read The Sunday 
ool Ti ith -_. 

the work atthe New Covenant Mission 
an incorporated institution for Giving the Gospel to the Jews 
of America. To inform you of our work let us send you 


“The Glory of Israel ” extihit¥ 0 page 


appreciat 
Friends of Iszael. $1.00 per wan og for oy "ac 
for Jews. 25 cts. will secure a 50 ct. package. 
NEW COVENANT MISSION 


Reed and Crawford Sts., Pittsburgh, Pa. 





Their clear, beautiful, 
tones 4 Beyer. for 





ey brine le to church. 
Y good Your church should vi guar- 
7 anteed. Inexpensive. catalog. & buying p! ae free. 
‘the Cincinnati Bell Foundry Co. Devt. B-78Cincinnat,0.1 oO. 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 
AND ORGANS £2", homes, 2nd churches sent on 


proval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free entalee. State which — ororgan. 


Williams Piano & Organ Co., Desk T -Chicago 


TRON AGE 


GARDEN TOOLS 
Answer the “‘war gardener’s” big 
question: How can I produce the 
most food in spare moments? How 
meet increased costs and war taxes? 

































IRON AGE Wel, 
Serer Seer 


and covers furrow f: 
seed and fertilizer. Cale 
tivates wide or narrow 


try yards. 30 other Iron 
Age Combinations. Send 
J> for free. booklet today, 
Fey X the modern, easy way. 


Bateman M’f’g Co., Bex 678 Grenlech, ¥.J. 
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« The BOND Shoe 
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direct to you at a saving to $1 


Sree eee 








like best. If not 
sear meney wil bo 
Don't delay. You can't afford to 
ity. Mail coupon today. Better shoes. Less money. 
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ing s 
to 150 words per minute shorthand speed. Not a 
penny # " Oe eam Ny ~~ 





and Typewriting ii 


AT HOME! 


Become an ¢2%- 
he stenographer. 
Save half the time 
and two-thirds the 
expense, Earn $2 
to $40 a week! We 
guarantee 80to 
100 words per 
minute typewrit- 
peed and 125 





Entire Course on Trial 


Backed by 17 years successful teaching by mail. 
The New Way takes thé mystery out of shorthand 
and makes rapid, accurate typewriting amazingly 
easy. Complete business training included free. 


Write for Particulars 


Send in your.name now on a postal for free book 
and special offer. The New Way in Shorthand 
and Typewriting is enabling so many hundreds to 
earn $25 to $40 a week that you will do yourself a 
big injustice if x8 do not write at once for the 
book. Write NOW to 


THE TULLOSS SCHOOL, 6562 College Hill, Springfield, Ohio 











Church Workers 
Needed 


Four thousand are needed in New York City 
alone to take the places of men and women gone 
into War service at cantonments or in France, 
Will you not prepare to meet this need? You may 
begin at once and without leaving home 

The Missionary Training Institute offers 
the following Correspondence Courses : 


Studies in the Whole Bible by Books cone 
ducted by the Dean of the Institute, Dr. W. M. 


Turnbull. 

Mrs. W. M. Turnbull conducts a course in 
Methods of Christian Work. Mrs. Turnbull 
is a successful evangelist. 

Studies in Prophecy and the Prophets are 
conducted by the Rev. A. E. Thompson, pastor of 
the American Church in Jerusaiem. 

The Church History Lectures of Dr. Geo 
P, Pardington, author of ‘“‘ Outline Studies in 
Christian Doctrine,” are being offered. 

Dr. Robert H. Glover, pioneer missionary, who 
has made deputational visits to many fields, con- 
ducts a course on the Principles and Progress 
of Missions. 


Fot further information, write to Secretary, 


The Nyack Correspondence School 


At Missionary Institute, Nyack, N. Y. 

















= ae © . 
Wedding Invitations "=~" 
You can’t afford to place your order where cheapness 
of production is the thing strived for, rather than the 
quiet elegance and strict adherence to correct social 


form which characterizes OUR WORK. Samples 
mailed on request. 


Benrrnts- Ge. 


MANUFACTURING STATIONERS AND ENGRAVERS, LOUISVILLE, KY. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





WONDER if the readers of the 

Family Worship column know any- 
thing of The Berean Band? It is an 
inne coma: movesent for the 
encouragement o it, among 
adults and young people, of c itti 
to memory salient portions of the- Holy 
Scriptures. The obligation of member- 
ship is to learn one verse of the Bible 
every week. A branch of this organi- 
zation kas been formed in the United 
States, and Dr. J. A. Gordon, South 
Hope Street, Los Angeles, Cal., is the 
Honorary Secretary. He will, I am 
sure, be delighted to give all information 
to those who communicate with him. 


February 25 to March 3 
Mon.—Mark 4: 35-41. 
Peace to a Troubled Sea. 

The spiritual import of this event is 
beautifully summed up in George Her- 
bert’s lines: 

“ When winds and waves assault my keel, 

He doth preserve it, He doth steer, 

Ev’n when the boat seems most to reel. 

Storms are the triumph of His art: 

Though he close his eyes, yet not his 

heart.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Food Controller of the United States 
and the Director of Food Economy of 
Great .Britain, that in both these free 
lands the appeals made to the nations 
may be met so responsively that resort 
to compulsory rationing may not be nec- 
essary; for all who are feeling the 
pinch of hunger. 

Tues.—Mark 5: 1-15. 
Peace to a Troubled Mind. 

How sad the lot of a man when pos- 
sessed by devils. The heart is a roar- 
ing séa, the mind lashed into fury, and 
there is no peace in the world of his 

s the wor 
power the mental storm becomes a calm, 
and the spirit is strong in quietude. 

Prayer, Succestions: Pray for all 
who have recently come to know Christ; 
that they may grow in grace, and that 
their knowledge of him may increase 
through the study of his Word; that 
early in their Christian lives they may 
learn the blessedness of service and 
complete separation to Christ. 
Wed.—Psa. 147: 1-5, 14-18. 

Peace in Thy Borders. 

So long as the enemy has his foot 
“within the borders” of our soul there 
can be nothing but conflict. Our Lord 
gives peace by causing the conflicting 
forces which are pulling in opposite di- 
rections to end their strivings, and by 
preventing the uprising of new foes. 
This is peace and victory. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who ore confined to workhouses and 
penitentiaries; for all prisoners, and for 
those who have authority over them; 
for all evangelical associations working 
among them, and that the resolutions 
made to lead purer lives may be deter- 
mined upon by faith in Christ. 
Thurs.—Mark 5: 18-20; 7: 31-37. 

Publishing Peace and the Results. 

The debt we owe Christ is to publish 
abroad the Gospel of Peace. We are 
not told to explain it, or argue about 
it, but imply to tell it. In doing this 
we honor Christ, strengthen the faith of 
his own, and bring blessing to those who 
have no peace. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for ‘the 
great Moravian Church which has its 
central missionary offices in Herrnhut, 
Saxony; a great missionary church; hav- 
ing two members in the missionary field 
for every one in the home church. Pray 
for its pastors and theological pro- 
fessors, its educational instructors and 
students. 

Fri.—Phii. 4: 4-9. 
Peace that Passeth Understanding. 

What is such a peace? Matthew 
Henry describes it in old world lan- 
| Guage as “the comfortable sense of our 
| reconciliation to God and interest in His 





favor smd. the hope of the heivedly 
blessedness and enjoyment of God here- 


after.” Blessed peace! What 
the understanding may well defy de- 
scription. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for power 
to grasp times of quietude and medita- 
tion; solitude is the mother country of 
the strong, and we miss much of spirit- 
ual strength because we are too much 
before the public and too little with God 
in the secret place, Pray that the on- 
_-s te our spirit- 

é. 


Sat.—Jer. 6: 11-16; Isa. 57: 28, 21. 
When There is No Peace. 
No peace, no peace. What intolerable 
agony! .No friendship with God; .no 
reconciliation, no quietness, no satisfac- 
tion; no rest in mind or heart. No 
peace in life, no peace in death, no peace 
in time, no peace in eternity. Sin is a 
great disturbing factor. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Jews whose hopes are centered in 
Ziomsm and not in Jehovah; that the 
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rae awakened interest in the Holy 
may lead the people of God to 
pray more earnestly for the conversion 
of all Israel, and for th- complete de- 
lwerance of God’s ancicus people from 
the yoke of the oppressor. 
Sun.—Isa. 9; 1-7. 
The Reign of the Prince of Peace. 

“The -Prince of Peace.” The name 
lies at the heart of the work of Christ, 
for He brings peace in the else dis- 
cordant spheres. One day he will hush 
the geal  & war and destroy the 
weapons 0 conqueror. - t a 
vision! Let us hasten it by prayer and 
fidelity. . 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
movement seeking the enthronement of 
Jesus Christ; that in our day Jesus may 
see of the travail of His soul and be 
satisfied; that His Kingdom may come 
and His will be done on the earth as it 
is done in heaven; for a speedy return 


of Christ to the earth in the glory of | 


his appearing. 
New York Crirty.- 





The Tragedy 


of deafness can know the tragedy 

of it, Because theirs is a loss that 
is not apparent to others, they do not 
always receive the consideration that is 
willingly given to others whose deform- 
ity is visible to all. 

All too often the affliction of deafness 
is regarded with impatience and irrita- 
tion. People dislike to have to repeat 
their remarks—they tire of speaking in 
a loud tone—they lose patience. And so 
the sufferer from deafness, rather than 
ask continually : “What's that?” or 


Oe those who suffer the affliction 


‘the inevitable and sinks into a life of 
loneliness. 

He finds himself shut off from the 
world about him. <A _ wall of silence 
stands between him, his friends, and 
even his own family. They become as 
strangers to him. He feels that fate has 
sentenced him to a living death, and he 
thinks of the long stretch of dreary 
years before him, knowing that his hear- 
ing will continue to grow worse as the 
years go by. 

Others can enjoy public meetings and 
concerts. Life is full and rich and 
bright for them. They can hear. They 
have a priceless treasure—how great it 
is only a person without it can tell. 

Not only does deafness deprive one of 
countless pleasures and enjoyments in 
life—it is also a constant source of 
danger, The deaf person is unsafe on 
the streets, for failing to hear the sounds 
of traffic, he may be run down by an ap- 
proaching vehicle—perhaps maimed or 
killed, 

Hardest of all is the lot of the deaf 
person who is without independent 
means of livelihood. He finds that his 
affliction is a handicap in business—an 
almost unsurmountable obstacle to ob- 
taining employment. Unable to work, 
through no fault of his own, he is com- 
pelled to place himself upon the charity 
of the members of his family. 


A New Kind of Ear Phone 


No wonder that men and women who 
know the tragedy of deafness seek relief 
in the numerous devices that are offered 
to them. But practically every deaf per- 
son knows that the old-style ear phone 
affords at best only a small measure of 
improvement in hearing. What has been 
needed is the discovery of an entirely 
new principle in the construction of the 
ear phone. 

Such a discovery has just been an- 


of Deafness! 


By L. E. SMITH 


nounced by the Mears Ear Phone Com- 
pany cof New York City—the result of 
several years’ research and experimentae 
tion by a foreign inventor. It is impos- 
sible to explain in this space the oper- 
ation of this new “Intensitone” model 
with its remarkable adjustment to 96 
different shades of sound, for every kind 
and degree of deafness. 

A complete description and explana- 
tion, however, can be obtained by any 
one interested, without any expense or 
obligation. A valuable booklet has been 
prepared by the Mears Ear Phone Com- 


~—pany, which-tells all about the causes of 


deafness and its treatment and’ explains 
the “Intensitone” in detail. 

Whether you are just a little hard of 
hearing or almost totally deaf—if you 
have a “ringing” noise in the ears, a 
sense of fulness in the head—if you suf- 
fer from catarrhal colds—if you find that 
you are not able to hear even slight 
sounds clearly and distinctly, it will pay 
you to get this booklet at once, as the 
tendency of deafness is to get worse all 
the time unless it is taken in hand. 


What Causes Deafness ? 


The most common cause of deafness is 
catarrh of the middle ear, A congested 
condition is developed which interferes 
with the normal action of the various 
parts of the ear structure, The partial 
deafness and sense of fulness experi- 
enced by persons with cold in the head is 
due to the same cause. This condition, 
however slight, should not be neglected, 
as the ear drum itself thickens and 
withers from disuse, and the result is 
complete deafness. 

On the other hand, people who are al- 
most totally deaf often give up all hope 
of ever hearing again. But, unknown to 
them, there may still be some vitality in 
the aural cavity and the auditory nerve, 
which may again be brought into use by 
the new “Intensitone” ear phone. 

If you should decide that-you would 
like to see and try the “Intensitone” Ear 
Phone, with its new 96 sound adjust- 
ment, you can do so without paying a 
penny in advance. So sure are the 
makers that it will enable you to hear 
perfectly that they are willing to send it 
to you for ten days’ free trial without 
deposit. 

But first get the free booklet, “Deaf- 
ness—Its Causes and Treatment.” Write 
for it to-day——a postcard will do. Ad- 
dress the Mears Ear Phone Co., Dept. 
362, 45 West 34th St., New York City. 
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@-cent stamp. 


0 T F E ASTER SERVICE For Young People’s Societies, Sunday 
AN P P R UN Schools, and Red Cross Organizations 
AMERICA’S EASTER GUEST: ‘' The Cross Beside the Fiag.’’ Characters: America, Christianity, 
Liberty, Hope, Peace, Mercy, Daughters of Freedom, Loyal Sons and Chorus. ‘This is a service of rare merit, 
witten for the comfort and encouragement of Christians in these disconcerting War times. It is sound Chris- 
tian teaching, graphically presented. See it by all means before aco ting service. Sample copy sent for a 
ILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE, 528 ELM STREET, C 


NCINNATI, OHIO 
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